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USC pushes to move law school
New $75 million building,
dean could boost rankings

Six-figure jobs created
for connected fundraisers

Josh Dawsey

Josh Dawsey

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For years, there was talk of a new
law school — followed by litt le
action.
Progress stalled time and time
ag a i n ; problem s i n t he sc hool
grew t ime and t ime again. The
building continued to fall apart, the
faculty grew increasingly weary of
administration promises and USC’s
law school dropped into the dreaded
third tier of unranked law schools.
Those days appear to be over.
The law school — now led by a
well-respected Rob Wilcox , who
in a symbolic move refused to take
a pay increase with his promotion
from associate dean last semester —
seems on the verge of turning the
corner.
Un i v e r s it y of f ic i a l s r e c e nt l y
announced plans for a $75 million
state-of-the-art law school, complete
w it h h i g h- t e c h au d it o r iu m s , a
spacious library and classrooms that
appear fit for the 21st century. The
building will span 186,000 square
feet between Senate and Gervais
streets.
A nd USC is now providing
t a n g ib le s u p p o r t — o r $30

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC h a s c re at e d t h r e e ne w
f undraising jobs — at a cost of
about $420,000 over the next year
— to drum up $25 million for the
construction of a new law school.
Lead i ng t he ef for t is Hen r y
Mc Master, for merly t he state’s
a t t o r n e y g e n e r a l a n d a 2 010
gubernatorial candidate. McMaster
w i l l ea r n $191,0 0 0 a yea r a nd
report directly to USC President
Harris Pastides.
It’s not his first contract with
the university; McMaster was
previously mak ing $7,500
a month — or $90,000 a
year — to raise money for
the law school.
T h at c o nt r ac t w a s
temporary; this one,
approved earlier this
s u m mer, i s f i n it e ,
according to USC
spokeswoman
Margaret Lamb.
“ He’s got
the kind of
relationships

Courtesy of USC Media Relations

This rendering shows a proposal for the new
186,000-square-foot, $75 million law school.
million in institutional bond funds — to propel
the project along. Couple that with $20 million
in previous donations, and the project is
two-thirds of the way funded.
“For the fi rst time, we’ve seen
LAW ● A7

FUNDS ● A7

FIRST-YEAR READING EXPERIENCE
Colin Beavan, an
environmental activist
and author of “No
Impact Man,” spoke
about the need for
strong community
to solve the world’s
problems at the
Carolina Coliseum
Monday. Beavan’s
book documents a
yearlong experiment
in which he and
his family strove
to produce no net
environmental impact.
Freshmen were
assigned “No Impact
Man” to read as part
of USC’s First-Year
Reading Experience.
“What we need to
emphasize now is
how we’re the same,”
Beavan said. “The
only opinion that I
would like you to
leave this auditorium
sharing with me is
that, even if we have
different opinions, we
should work together
to make the world
a better place for
ourselves and for our
communities.”

SG’s free service stopped
by bureaucratic hurdles
Josh Dawsey

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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University names director for USC Connect
Van Scoy to lead $2.4 million
program that seeks to bridge gaps
Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Irma Van Scoy is the new executive
director of USC Connect , a $2.4
million program set to begin this fall
that seeks to bridge the gap between
in-class learning and extracurriculars.
T he Sout her n A s soc iat ion of
Colleges and Schools approved the
5-year project for Columbia and its
four four-year regional campuses in
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Carolina Cab
down for weeks

March. USC was required to submit
a plan to enhance student learning
as part of its once-in-a-decade SACS
reaccreditation. After five years, SACS
will re-evaluate the project and the
university can make the decision to
renew it or not.
Van Scoy, who served for 11 years
as associate dean for Academic and
Student Affairs for USC’s College of
Education,will be paid $113,000 in her
new position, a raise of about $10,000
from her previous job. The project’s
budget will also create positions for
an administrative assistant and an

assessment coordinator. The majority
of the money will go toward informing
students, mainly via technology, of the
plethora of possibly interesting and
resume-building opportunities the
university offers.
“USC Connect is all about creating
an env ironment and support for
students so they can select meaningful
and helpful beyond-the-classroom
experiences and really integrate that
with their academic programs,” Van
Scoy said.
She added that, while the program
CONNECT ● A7

The wheels on t he bus may go
round and round, but the wheels of
Carolina Cab, Student Government’s
free transportation service from Five
Points, have stopped — at least for a
while.
The cab service, rolled out with
extensive promotional materials and
a Greene Street ribbon cutting last
fall, likely won’t operate until the
end of September. SG and university
officials say the lapse in service is
a product of state bureaucracy and
needed caution.
SG pi loted t he c ab ser v ice —
which took students home anywhere
within five miles of Five Points — to
replace the much-maligned Cocky’s
Ca rava n , d iscont i nued af ter low
ridership plagued the bus for years.
The universit y didn’t sign a finite
contract with Checker Yellow Cab,
which supplied the service for about
$250 a night, during its few weeks of
operation last spring.
It wanted to first ensure the cabs
were safe, the students were happy
and the system worked.
A nd work it did. The ser vice —
and wait times for the free cabs —
boomed, and SG officials realized
they’d hit the jackpot.
But now, t here’s a problem. SG
wants a long-term contract with a
local company so t he ser v ice can
continue indefi nitely.
Long-ter m cont ract s equa l
bureaucracy. A nd in its true form,
bureaucracy takes time.
Student Body President Joe Wright
said SG officials started working to
ensure the cab service would continue
in early May. SG wrote several drafts
CAB ● A7

Good Vibes

USC at its worst

Shaw shines

Allen Smith, founder
of Good Vibes,
lives out his mission
backpacking through
Europe.

Senior columnist
Michael Lambert
discusses the top 10
annoyances students
are sure to face
during their time at
Carolina.
See page A8

Connor Shaw did
well in USC’s second
scrimmage Wednesday before injuring his
thumb.

See page B1

See page C1
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University delivers
crash course on South
Northern students learn about grits,
gravy during regional lesson
Kathryn Kranjc

KKRANJC@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For the 58 percent of the freshman class who
are from South Carolina, sweet tea, grits and
omnipresent palmetto emblems are as common as
“tennis shoes.” However, for the other 42 percent,
these aspects of life in the state where the first shots
of the Civil War were fired can be puzzling.
That’s why Gamecocks Across America (GAA),
an organization stemmed from the Out-of-State
Student Mentor program and sponsored by the
Student Success Center, hosted its annual “What’s
the Big Deal About Sweet Tea?” session at the
Russell House on Monday and Tuesday.
“We’re here as a guide for freshmen and transfer
students to give them the resources they need, from
teaching them about Southern culture to how to get
football tickets,” GAA President Lauren Storb said.
A fourth-year psychology student originally from
Reading, Pa., Storb remembers the adjustment she
faced as a newcomer to the Palmetto State.
“I know when I fi rst moved here it was culture
shock; I didn’t know what some things were or
certain words, like ‘tennis shoes’ instead of ‘sneakers,’
” Storb said. “This helps [other out-of-state students]
know what to expect so they can avoid confusion and
feel more comfortable here.”
Students representing several states — Maryland,
California, Kentucky and Wisconsin to name a few
— gathered at the Russell House to learn more about
South Carolina’s social norms and idioms. In the
process, they also got to sample a few main Southern
staples: biscuits and gravy, grits, boiled peanuts and,
appropriately, sweet tea. First-year marine science
student Sydney Novak from Baltimore, Md., said
the tea was a bit too sweet for her taste. However, she
has enjoyed the equally sweet display of Southern
hospitality from the people she has met so far.
“It was weird at fi rst; here, random people will
just start talking to you,” Novak said. “That would
never happen in Baltimore — it’s one of the most
dangerous cities in the country.”
Fellow first-year marine science student and
Kentucky native Lindsay Tripp, already a fan of
sweet tea, braved a taste of the soggy boiled peanuts
after the meeting. Even though she probably won’t be
eating them again, she said she’s ready to experience
what else South Carolina has to offer.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

Huntsman’s wife visits campus
Says husband
is no moderate
Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Mary Kaye Huntsman,
w ife of Republican
presidential candidate
Jon Huntsman,
denounced the media’s
marg inalizat ion of
her husband during a
meeting with students
in the Russell House late
Tuesday afternoon.
The event, sponsored
by the College
Republicans, occurred
m e r e d a y s a f t e r Jo n
Hu nt sma n suf fered
a b r u i s i n g d e f e at i n
t he A mes St raw Poll.
Huntsman came in ninth
out of 10 candidates with
only 69 votes . Michele
Bac h m a n n , who won
t he much-analyzed
poll, w ill speak to
supporters in Columbia
today. Huntsman, t he
former U.S. ambassador
to Ch i na a nd for mer
governor of Utah, gave
a USC commencement
address in spring.
Mary Kaye Huntsman’s
conversation Thursday
centered on convincing
listeners why her
husband was st ill
relevant in a primar y
race becom ing even
more dom i nated by
Bachmann, Mitt
Romney and newcomer
Rick Perry. Mary Kaye
Hu nt sma n sa id her
husband’s civility toward
fellow Republican
candidates and
unwillingness to spout
radical ideas caused the
media to overlook him.
“You have a choice,”
Mar y Kaye Huntsman
said. “Would you rather

Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Mary Kaye Huntsman speaks with students about her husband and family.
have a celebr it y or a
statesman running the
country?”
This was Mary
K a y e Hu nt s m a n’s
most assertive moment
du r i ng t he meet a nd
greet, other than a plea
f or at t e nde e s not t o
partake in motocross,
a n ex t reme spor t her
husband and sons enjoy
but ha s c au sed t hem
nu merous i nju r ies.
Before she opened up
the session to questions,
she told at tendees
t hey cou ld ask about
anything except policy.
Un for t u nately, t he
f irst quest ion and
several thereafter were
on just that. But here
a nd t here daughter

Liddy Huntsman, one of
the Huntsmans’ seven
ch i ld ren, i nter jec ted
to help her mot her
answer. The two spent
much time rebutting a
possible reason why Jon
Huntsman’s campaign is
lagging: He is perceived
as a moderate in a race
where strict social and
fiscal conservatism is in
vogue.
“I want to clear it up,”
Liddy Huntsman said.
“I think he’s moderate
o n o n e v i e w, w h i c h
is civ il u n ions, a nd I
think if you look at his
record he’s ext remely
conservative and fiscally
conservative.”
Mary Kaye Huntsman
continued her daughter’s

not ion, say i ng t hat
her husband is mostly
concerned with hospital
visitation rights for gay
partners.
“ It h a s not h i n g t o
do w it h mar r iage; he
believes in traditional
marriage,” Mary Kaye
Hu nt sman said. “I
think the fact that he’s
a c o n s e n s u s bu i lder,
p eople autom at ic a l ly
think he’s a moderate.”
Jon Hu nt sm a n wa s
t he on l y R epubl ic a n
ca nd idate to pra ise
t he agreement to
raise the debt ceiling.
Conser vat ives also
criticize Jon Huntsman
f o r s u p p o r t i n g “c a p
and trade” and working
as an ambassador
i n P r e s i d e nt B a r a c k
Obama’s administration.
Mar y Kaye Huntsman
said her husband simply
answered the call of his
president, just like her
t wo sons who serve in
the U.S. Navy.
“He was Republican
before he went to China,
he’s Republican now and
nothing has changed,”
Mar y Kaye Huntsman
said.
But it was M ike
Campbell, Jon
Huntsman’s aide and son
of late South Carolina
Gov. Carroll Campbell,
who was most blatantly
t r y i ng to pu sh Jon
Huntsman’s reputation
to the right. Less than
t wo m i nutes i nto h is
introduction for Mary
K a y e Hu nt s m a n , h e
h a d i n v o k e d R o n a ld
WIFE ● A2

WIFE ● Continued from A2
R e a g a n . L at er, he
extolled Jon Huntsman’s
private sector job
creat ion, decr ied too
much government
interference in business,
called Obama “the most
u nqualif ied president
i n h i s l i f e t i m e” a nd
denounced journalists’
“condescending
attitudes.”
A l l t h r e e s p e a k er s
continually asserted that
A mer ic a n s owe d Jon
Huntsman another look.
“ He’s t he mo s t
undiscovered leader in
A merica and probably
t he most under valued
s t o c k ,” M a r y K a y e
Huntsman said. “It will
be very sad if America
passes somebody l ike
him up.”

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com

10 for
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buy 1

sunless spray tan,
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LAW ● Continued from A1
that kind of commitment of funds
from the university,” Wilcox said in
a wide-ranging interview. “That’s
the big difference now from previous
years.”
The other $25 million is expected
primarily from three high-profile
fundraisers, hired by the university
for one yea r a nd led by for mer
Attorney General Henry McMaster.
M ichelle Dodenhof f, USC’s v ice
p r e s ide nt f or de velop me nt a nd
alumni relations, said she hopes the
money will come within a year.
Wit h $75 million in tow, USC
could present the project for state
approval and soon break ground. It
would be a publicly visible — and no
doubt significant — turnaround for
the school.
But the building is, by no means,
t he on ly ch a nge W i lcox wa nt s.
Simply put, he wants back in the
national rankings.
“Our rank ings need to go up,”
Wilcox said. “As much as we don’t
like to play the rankings game, we
have to play it. It’s one of the few
pieces of information a senior has
about what law school he or she will
attend.”
And he has lots of goals to do just
that.
— Wit h $1.5 million f rom t he
university, Wilcox will hire 10 new
faculty members over the next several
years . That will replenish a core of
professors that has dwindled with
departures and budget cuts. He also
plans to bring on staff members for
student support and advising.
— T he qua l it y of st udent s

FUNDS ● Continued from A1
t hat a l low for t he
identification of some
creative ways to raise
money,” Law School
Dean Rob Wilcox
said. “A nd he has the
conf idence of t he
people t hat we need.
He is ver y good and
very optimistic about
the process.”
Two other contracts
were offered to Sunny
Philips and Brad
H e n r y, p r o m i n e n t
South Carolina
fundraisers with close
ties to McMaster.
Philips, who served
as f i na nce d irector
for Mc M a ster ’s
2 010 g u b e r n a t o r i a l
campaign and is seen
by ma ny as one of
t h e s t a t e’s p r e m i e r
fundraisers, will earn
$118,000.
Henr y, a long t ime
South Carolina politico
w ho h a s p r e v iou s l y
worked for
McMaster and
Jo h n M c C a i n , w i l l
ear n $112,0 0 0. Bot h
contracts began in June
and w ill end in June
2012.
“During a bad
economy, organizations
have to be creative to
raise funds; and with
a la rge a mou nt to
raise and an extremely
short period of time to
do so, it makes sense
for the Universit y to
call on someone with
long st a nd i ng, pre existing relationships

attending USC’s law school needs to
improve — both in-state and out-ofstate, Wilcox said.
“ We ne e d t o do a b et t er job
of get t i ng t he ver y b e st S out h
Ca rol i n ia n s to see t he va lue of
coming to t his school no mat ter
w h e r e t h e y w a nt t o p r a c t i c e ,”
Wilcox said. “And I want to get to
a point where we’re not losing the
best students to the Universit y of
Georgia and the University of North
Carolina.”
— USC w ill also decrease t he
incoming class size to 215; the average
class had ballooned to about 240 and
frustrated facult y and diminished
student experiences, Wilcox said.
The university will lose millions in
tuition revenue but has agreed to the
measure.
— Instead of asking for academic
s c hol a r s h ip s , W i lc ox w i l l u rg e
faculty members to speak in front
of Congress and the South Carolina
Legislature and amp the university’s
prestige to a wider swath of people.
— This will take time — time for
the alumni to return, for the rankings
to rise, for the better students to
arrive, for the building to rise and for
the faculty to be hired, Wilcox said.
A nd these things are surely not
certain to happen.
“I ca n tell you t he conf idence
level of the school and its alumni
is higher than I’ve seen it in some
time,” Wilcox said. “The school is on
an upward track and higher than I’ve
seen it in years.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

w it h i n t he bu si ne s s
and legal communit y
to help,” Philips wrote
in an email.
Neit her posit ion
includes benefits or a
port ion of t he f unds
raised, Lamb said.
In a voicemail
lef t w it h T he Da i ly
Gamecock, Henry said
“he doesn’t make onthe-record statements
to the press.”
Michelle Dodenhoff,
USC’s vice president
for development, said
neit her posit ion was
ad ver t i sed publ ic ly.
The universit y often
hires temporary
employee s w it hout
publ ic post i ng s, but

contracts usually don’t
range in the six figures.
USC has also hired
a sen ior d i rec tor of
development for t he
law school.
This posit ion isn’t
new; it was previously
fi lled and became open
l a s t y e a r. M i c h e l l e
Hardy will earn
$115,000 annually in
that job.
“It was advert ised,
a nd i nter v iews were
held,” Lamb said.

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com

CAB ● Continued from A1
of a prospective long-term plan.
USC will take bids for the service
beginning Aug. 31, and a winner
shou ld be a n nou nced by Sept.
26, said Theresa Sexton, USC’s
coordinator for SG.
Sexton said service could then
begin immediately.
“This is a huge project, and we
had a huge and positive response
from students,” Wright said. “We
want to make sure we’re giving a
fiscally responsible approach to
CONNECT ● Continued from A1
will take time to ramp up, “all the
pieces are moving.”
Helen Doerpinghaus, vice provost
and dean for Undergraduate Studies,
said that this fall the USC Connect
website would be fully functional,
an “electronic portfolio” would be
available on Blackboard and t he
university’s much-maligned calendar
would be revamped. This spring, a
database should be in place that tracks
student involvement in “beyondthe-classroom experiences,” such as
student organizations, guest lectures
and internships.
“One of the important parts of USC
Connect is recording what happens
beyond class and ref lecting on it
so it’s not just kind of a throwaway
e x p e r ie n c e t h at d o e s n’t m e a n
anything,” Doerpinghaus said.
Doerpinghaus suggested students
would receive recognition from the
universit y for their beyond-theclassroom experiences, ranging from
certificates to entirely new minors in
areas such as leadership. She identified
four pathways students could follow:
undergraduate research, international
experience, ser vice learning and
leadership. Students don’t have to
follow one pathway, but much like

how their money is being spent
and don’t want another Cock y’s
Caravan.”
C ou ld S G h ave s t a r t e d t he
p r o c e s s e a r l ie r, t h o u g h , a n d
ensured the cab didn’t stop? Why
did SG wait until May?
“ T h e r e ’s a l w a y s r o o m f o r
improvement,” Wright said. “We
wanted to be diligent and make
sure we had done the research.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

earning a degree, dedication to one
subject will earn them prestige.
“If a student wants to come here and
focus on one pathway, they can earn a
designation, so that’s going to be a very
tangible expression,”
Doerpinghaus
said. “It will give
t hem a chance to
explore and achieve
in a noncurricular
pathway.”
Doer pinghaus
s a i d U S C ’s $ 2 .4
million investment
VAN SCOY w a s c o m p a r a b l e
to what other
universities spent on their Quality
Enhancement Plans. Van Scoy said
the university originally wanted to
spend more.
“We have to be realistic about
circumstances,” Van Scoy said.
Van Scoy described leaving her
long-held posit ion to lead USC
Connect as “bittersweet.”
“I love the College of Education,”
Van Scoy said. “I’ve been here for 21
years, and I’m very proud of what we
do.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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MUST-HAVE OPINIONS FOR EVERY GAMECOCK
Exciting times at USC hurt
by issues ranging
from parking to weather
This fall, life at USC looks full
of optimism. The freshman or the
returning student could not have picked
a better time to be a Gamecock.
But the USC student
st ill faces a lot of
frustrations that have
not h i ng to do w it h
tough classes or tougher
hangovers.
This is not to bring
dow n our school, but
Michael
to lead students to the
Lambert
bigger discussions that
Third-year
descend on our campus
English
student
year after year.
Be a part of them, show
your interest or support and don’t be
afraid to get angry.

1. PARKING

It doesn’t exist — plain and simple. Of
course, there are several theories about
USC’s lack of viable parking: secret
government bunkers of parking spaces,
garages in alternate dimensions, even
stories of alien abduction of parking
meters.
But the flat truth of the matter is
that a good percent of your morning
stress — before trying to frantically
type a paper — will be finding a place to
stick your car where it won’t be ticketed
or towed.
G arage spaces are massively
expensive, and the fight for spaces at
the Carolina Coliseum will leave you
getting up hours before the start of
class.
You thought waking up at 5 a.m.
was something only your parents did?
Think again.

2. MONEY

An education costs a pretty penny
nowadays.
Through one way or another, we
are all paying USC for a chance at an
improved education and an enriched life
— which it provides most of the time.
How it spends that money is just as
important as the services it provides.
Tuit ion hikes, f rivolous projects,
misplaced budget priorities, donations
tied up in special projects — all of
these will leave you feeling that your
or your parents’ hard-earned money is
disappearing in the belly of some great
behemoth.
Freshmen, ask any upperclassman
about the price tag of the new fountain
in front of Thomas Cooper Library.
Upperclassmen, we dare you to keep
you r ca l m when you a ns wer t he
freshmen.
Money comes and money goes; at
USC, it mostly goes.

3. FRESHMEN

We love you guys — really.
You come with new experiences, new
ambitions and a record of success from
your respective high schools. But let’s
face it: There’s a lot of you.
Last year saw USC’s largest freshman
class, and this year’s class is even larger.
Campus is a bubble waiting to pop.
Going through Russell House at noon
is less of a walk and more of a wade
through shifting crowds of students,
faculty, staff, visitors and (most likely)
random pedestrians who walked too
close to the gravitational threshold.
USC should keep welcoming as
many students as possible, but there
a re ver y rea l l i m it s to what ou r

Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Between rising fees and the questionable nature of school spending, money can disappear pretty quickly around campus.
facilities can maintain effectively
and to a high educational qualit y.

4. LIVING ON
CAMPUS

Often, there is no better experience
than living on campus.
M a k i n g a l i f e a m o n g y o u n g,
passionate people who share — or don’t
share — your interests transforms a
run-of-the-mill university into a true
collegiate experience. Yet Columbia
is not always t he k indest cit y to
undergraduates. Getting anywhere in
the city from campus requires either
planning or connections.
If you lef t t he car at home (or
couldn’t find the parking), then normal
necessities like Walmart runs or movie
dates can become a real hassle. With the
right kind of resourcefulness, you can
find anything you need around campus
without ever leaving.
But among classes, extracurriculars
and dorm restrictions, getting away for
a while will seem a welcome vacation.
Your role in this?
Let USC know how it can better
make itself a welcoming place for
local entertainment and businesses. As
students, we shouldn’t be living on an
island.

5. FIVE POINTS

Well, it certainly is not what it was in
Hootie’s day.
The popular USC party spot has
been home to a few too many bad nights
recently. Against the violence has come
a strong reaction: new restrictions on
bars and a larger police presence. Few
will admit it, but these measures smack
of anti-student prejudice — as if we
were the cause of the violence instead of
its most common victims.
Of course, we students should take
responsibility for our safety against
muggings or assault, but that doesn’t
mean we can’t have a voice in the
policies that affect our weekend fun.
Five Points belongs to us as much as it
belongs to Columbia.
Boredom can be dangerous, especially
for youth; we all need somewhere to let
off steam.

6. TECHNOLOGY

I know, I know — everyone younger
than 35 should be a technology master

by now.
However, USC’s idea of “technology”
has nothing to do with iPads and
Twitter. The technical terms familiar
to USC’s students — VIP, Blackboard
a nd Webm a i l — a re most of ten
accompanied with a chorus of groans,
sighs and gnashing of teeth.
The shutdowns frequent among these
sites can leave classes across campus
in a standstill, and USC is slow in
its warnings. Worse than technical
mishaps, though, is technical ignorance.
You w ill all encou nter t he one
professor who has problems even with
Listserv and who thinks Blackboard is
some invention of those “techno-hippie
youngsters.”
USC should truly jump feet first
into the digital age, and this might be
the semester it happens — if you have
something to say about it.

7. FOOTBALL LET
DOWNS

We know football isn’t for everyone.
But there truly is no better sensation
than being in the student section at
Williams-Brice Stadium.
Hundreds of Gamecocks, cheering
on a touchdown — you can’t miss it.
Even if you don’t enjoy the games, an
opinion on USC football is essential.
Whether it’s waiting in line for food or
waiting for class to start, the football
conversation can pop up anywhere,
anytime. The most common opinion to
have nowadays?
We would say it’s two parts optimism,
one part disappointment. Gamecocks
fans have to be some of the most cynical
in the SEC. Football conversations
always include either, “We could win
the East this year, if ... ” or “We’ve got
great players, but ...”
Getting to know players, famous
team wins and team drama can open
doors to conversations and friendships
you never thought you could have.
But if football really isn’t your thing,
might we suggest baseball?

8. CAROLINA
CARD

Basically, your entire life as a USC
student is wrapped up in one thing: the
CarolinaCard.
Lose it at your own risk. Carolina
Cash — the debit account connected to

Jackie Snyder / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

the card — has to be the biggest money
trap we have ever seen. You can only use
this card for services on campus, and
though there have been plans for years
to move the card off campus, none of
them have been realized.
So think long and hard about where
you want to put your overage money
or any support you may get from your
parents.
We don’t think an entire year of Taco
Bell can really compare to just one Moe
Monday.

9. WEATHER

Triple-digit heat, deadly humidity,
hurricanes — living in South Carolina
is no picnic.
Though it may seem boring and just a
little lame to talk about the weather, the
subject is on all our minds. With rainy
weather comes rain boot fashions; with
the heat comes musings on whether
any building on campus is actually
insulated, or if there’s just cardboard
behind the walls.
The harsh weather can make or break
a day at USC, and no one will deny you
the right to vent about it.
Unless, of course, you’re complaining
about the rare and coveted January snow
days (in which case, expect a friendly yet
emphatic snowball to the face).

10.
BUREAUCRACY

The one good thing about USC
administration is it will definitely keep
you in shape.
Communication among departments
or offices is hazardous at best, leaving
the student as the lonely messenger
among the vast branches that is the
USC nervous system.
Advisers often send us wheeling from
school to school, professor to professor
looking to solve course requirement
issues.
A nd the two realms of Financial
Services and Financial Aid overlap so
much that they literally create a no
man’s land of money. Combine this with
the hoops of Student Life, the Registrar
and the Honors College, and you have a
mess that is not even worth untangling.
Don’t get lost in the maze.
Being as knowledgeable as possible
about your own college career is the
only saving grace when it comes to
USC.

Jeremy Aaron/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Parking, life in a residence hall and the CarolinaCard all sound like ways to make a student’s life much easier, but their problems often make it much more difficult.
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Former Tiger tells
students to practice
good habits early
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Welcome to all of the freshmen
beginning their college careers
here in “famously hot” Columbia,
S.C., and welcome back to all of the
students returning to campus after
a summer off.
Finally, a special welcome to
t hose st udent s l i ke me, bot h
new and returning, who fall into
that category society now calls
“nontraditional” students.
T h e U. S . D e p a r t m e n t o f
Education defines a nontraditional
student as someone 25 years or
older, and an estimated 40 percent
of the college-attending population
— or six million students — are
nontraditional . This number is
expected to grow significantly in
the next decade to match the value
of an education in the increasingly
technical workplace.
There are ma ny reasons to
wait until later to seek a degree.
Some have to enter the workforce

Flex Meal Plan serves
as USC’s newest scam
Classes haven’t started yet, and summer is
still here, so let’s start the semester with an
easy trivia test!
Say you d r ive dow n to you r favor ite
restaurant and buy a $25 gift card for your
parents. When you hand them the card, how
much should it be worth?
If you said $25, you’re right. If you said
$18, you’re Carolina Dining.
There are
tricky scams that
can be difficult
to f ig u re out ;
t he new Flex
Meal Pla n is
a s blat a nt a s a
large f lashing
yellow light
hovering above
an intersection.
Caution!
Here’s how it
works. You give
Carolina Dining
$1,385 f or t he
“Mega Flex”
M e a l Pl a n ; i n
r e t u r n , y ou’r e
.”
h a nded $ 470
worth of Flex dollars. (You can also pay $700
for the Minor option, and you’re given $230.)
It sounds like a bad deal, but you’re told
by excited dining officials these Flex dollars
are worth twice the amount a normal dollar
is worth.
My $470 is really worth $940!
Discounts abound! USC loves its students!
Right, right? But then you remember you
paid $1,385 and just lost $445 to the great
behemoth. No worries, though. That extra
$445 “covers all taxes and fixed costs that
support the food service program.”
If you buy the smaller plan, only $240
helps covers taxes and fixed costs. Maybe
you’ll decide to give more; no one likes a
stingy giver.
The plan does give you one perk, though:
You can eat whenever you want, which means
you must no longer follow the rigid, ludicrous
meal times prescribed by the standard meal
plans. If that’s worth $445, flex your muscles
and give USC the extra money it wants.
If not, buy your fi ve-meal plan and dine
when you’re on campus. But you can’t do that
either! The five-meal plan no longer exists,
thanks to summer improvements.
Welcome back! It’s like we all never left.

“There are
tricky scams
that can be
difficult to
figure out;
the new Flex
Meal Plan
is as blatant
as a large
flashing yellow
light hovering
above an
intersection

straight out of high school. Some
have decided to return to school in
order to change careers. Then there
are some who are returning after
a first run didn’t go
as well as they had
originally hoped.
I fall into the last
category. A decade
ago, I entered
Clemson — I know,
Scott Horn I’m a dirty traitor
First-year
— and squandered
political science
m y o p p o r t u n it y
student
b e c au s e I d id n’t
understand myself.
I was an adult by age but not by
maturity, and my education paid
the price.
S o , h e r e ’s s o m e w o r l d l y
experience for the freshmen: You
don’t want to be a nontraditional
student if you can help it. If you
leave college, it becomes harder
and harder to go back and finish
what you started. I was fortunate
enough to hit rock bottom with
people supporting me, and I clawed
my way back to school — but it
wasn’t easy, and not everyone will

be as lucky as I was.
Go to class. I can’t emphasize
this enough. Force yourself to go.
If you’re really, truly sick, then you
can miss one, but if you’re just tired
or don’t feel like going, go anyway.
It’s an easy habit to get into and a
hard one to break.
Get a good night’s sleep. It’s all
right to stay up late on occasion, but
don’t make it a habit. Every aspect
of your life will suffer if you operate
on four hours of sleep.
Do your work early. You have a
syllabus for every single class; get
a calendar, fill it out with all of the
assignments for all your classes and
plan out your work schedule. Your
professors don’t care how much
work you have in other classes.
For many freshmen, this is your
first taste of real independence.
Enjoy it, but remember that it comes
with a price. You’re responsible
for yourself now. When you were
a kid, your parents made you do
stuff you didn’t want to do. Do that
for yourself now; it’s for your own
good, and your older self will later
thank you.

Race, age prejudice reinforced by voter ID bill
Proposed standards
bar SC residents
from elections
As the presidential campaign
intensifies, the tea party’s influence
on GOP politics continues to push
Republican candidates further and
further to the right.
I n Iowa, several ca nd idates
signed tea party pledges agreeing
to repeal Obamacare and not raise
taxes, typical standard beliefs for
core conservatives. However, in
one pledge signed by M ichele
Bachmann, a slave in antebellum
America was “more likely to be
raised by his mother and father in
a two-parent household than was
an African-American baby born
after the election of the USA’s first
African-American president.”
This would be quite amusing if
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
(NA ACP) and other civil rights
groups throughout the country
weren’t fighting such revisionist
versions of history that seek to
justify the enslavement of millions
of people of A f rica n descent.
Though some may find it ironic
that Texas Gov. Rick Perry decided
to launch his presidential campaign

in South Carolina — given his
record of fl irting with ideas such
as secession — it fits into South
Carolina’s long tradition of getting
it wrong on most issues.
The latest installment in this
tradition is now South Carolina’s
voter ID law. Introduced to prevent
election fraud, the
idea seems good in
t heor y, u nt i l one
realizes that South
C a r ol i n a d o e s n’t
have a single case
of prosecuted voter
fraud in its history.
Dominique South Carolina is,
Grate
however, renowned
Fourth-year
for elect ion f raud
African American
dat ing back to
studies student
Reconst r uct ion
and the systematic
attempts to disenfranchise AfricanAmericans. This bill, according to
the state election commission, will
disenfranchise more than 178,000
c it iz ens becau se t hey do not
have identification to vote. This
group consists mostly of senior
citizens who do not have birth
certificates — the main criteria
necessary for obtaining appropriate
identification — because they were
not born in hospitals, which was

common in the early 20th century.
I n order to obtain birt h
certificates, individuals will have
to pay a $12 fee and prove they
are who they say they are, and in
the case of women who married
and had their names changed,
they must produce their marriage
certificates and if divorced, divorce
certificates to demonstrate why
their name is legally different from
that of their birth.
For i nd i v id u a l s w ho do n’t
have the money to apply, they’re
disenfranchised.
Fo r t he e ld e rl y w it hout
family members and loved ones
to assist them with some of the
challenging paperwork, they’re
disenfranchised.
For individuals who lost certain
doc u ment s, t hey w ill have to
hire attorneys to assist them in
obtaining the necessary documents,
and if they can’t afford an attorney,
they’re disenfranchised.
This new quasi-poll tax and its
attempts to rewrite history cause
one to quest ion our count r y’s
leaders and ask two questions. Why
in 21st century America are we still
grappling with issues of race and
racism? And when will our leaders
be held accountable?

Cross speaks to nation’s patriotism, not division
World Trade Center memorial
unjustly resisted by atheist group
For the past few weeks, the “World Trade Center
cross” has been the target of ridicule among the group
identified as the American Atheists, whose members
have filed a lawsuit over the inclusion of the crossshaped steel beams in the exhibit at the National
September 11 Memorial and Museum.
The 17-foot cross was originally discovered among
the rubble of 9/11 and has since been a crucial source of
comfort for the thousands of people who experienced
the horrors of that September day. A symbol of
unwavering hope salvaged from the wreckage, it gives
families a tangible reminder that they are never alone.
The fact that some people would seek to tear that
precious reminder away shows a dangerous lack of
understanding about the importance of preserving

memories and being a truly inclusive society.
The atheists, who are fighting their hardest to
exclude the cross, are actually fighting for the opposite
of the religious and intellectual freedom for which
they claim to promote. By attempting
to whitewash the memorial that many
find comfort in, they hurt their own
legitimacy by expressing the same
kind of intolerant attitude and lack of
recognition they are often subjected to
themselves.
Chelsey
Dave Silverman , president of the
Seidel
group,
says the cross must come down
Fourth-year
because it has become a Christian
print journalism
student
icon. He said that the cross creates a
monopoly. This is foundationless and
scathing logic.
By singling out this cross for their personal vendetta,
atheists are disrespecting the victims, the families and

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld be subm it ted v ia e-ma i l
to gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckview@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

everyone else who was affected by that fateful day.
The cross is not only a religious symbol; it is a secular
symbol as well. The steel beams embody a crucial piece
of American history and represent a story of American
courage that will be told for generations to come.
To fight to exclude something that obviously means
so much to thousands of people proves how much we
still have to learn about preserving our own traditions
and spiritual values while excluding the values of others.
Why does it bother the American Atheists that
the World Trade Center cross is viewed as historic
memorabilia and as a sign of faith, peace and optimism?
These are all good things intended to be celebrated and
remembered at the 9/11 memorial, not ignored.
The terror of that day is part of the story. The
sacrifice and the heroism of those who died is part
of the story. And yes, the cross is part of the story. It
should not be ignored or dismissed because some take
or feign unnecessary offense.

About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper of
the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall and
spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception of
university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the University
of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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GOOD
VIBES

S
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

elf-discovery
is something
touted in
lyrics across
all genres, in ever y
sphere of the music
w o r l d — a f a r- o f f
concept that everyone
i s s o m e d ay h o p i n g
to finally accomplish.
However, how many
musicians actually
go out and create
living examples out of
themselves and their
music?

USC graduate and Summerville,
S.C.-born musician and
e nt r e p r e ne u r A l le n S m it h i s
dropping his office job, packing his
bags and traveling halfway across
the world with a backpack and a
guitar, on a mission to bring light
and change to the world.
A year and a half ago, in Denver,
Colo., Smith founded Good Vibes,
a company dedicated to bringing a
message and a new way of thought
to college-age students and young
adults across the globe.
“It’s all about living our lives to
the fullest, doing what we love,
following your dreams, following
your passions and doing something
t hat you don’t have to regret,”
Smith said. “A lot of times, we’re so
scared of jumping off and having
that leap of faith when it’s really
what you want to do — whether
t hat be a w riter, a musician, a
football player, whatever.”
Sm it h st a r ted h is col lege
career as a walk-on placek icker
at t he Un iver sit y of A laba m a
before transferring to USC his
sophomore year. After graduating
with his degree in management
entrepreneurship, the part-time
musician packed up and headed to
Denver, where he worked for the
Colorado Rapids.
But, it wasn’t long before he
got the itch to travel, and started
framework for Good Vibes.
“I realized I have to do
something different. I had to make
sure I didn’t get stuck in this rut of
what everybody does,” Smith said.
“So, I took off to teach English in
Korea, and that was a whole new
world in Asia. I thought, man, this
is just a small piece of what this
whole planet is like. Let’s keep
going.”
Smith is living out this mission,
selling T-shirts with the Good
Vibes Rastafari logo and spreading
his message through his music. He
hopes it will expand from country
to countr y, when he brings his
inspiration to Europe this fall .
On Aug. 29, he is setting off for
Athens, Greece, and from there
t ravel i ng to Ba rcelona, Pa r is,

Courtesy of Allen Smith

Solo singer/songwriter Allen Smith, born in Summerville, S.C., and a USC graduate, is the founder of company Good Vibes.
Meant to inspire youth to pursue their dreams, Smith will be living out the message in a backpacking trip through Europe.
Mu n ic h , L ondon a nd v a r iou s
places in between.
“When I’m there, I’m going to
f ind out what the communities
are all about. My music kind of
goes along with the company; it’s
all about fi nding yourself,” Smith
said. “The album is called ‘Self
Discovery,’ so our goal is to look
within yourself to find out what
you’ve got going on, and what
you’re really all about.”
Smith studied abroad in London
as a student at USC in 2008 and got
the extra push of inspiration to go
backpacking across Europe after
reading “The 4-Hour Workweek”
by Timothy Ferriss.
W it h t he help of f r iends i n
London, he is booking radio time
a nd show s wh i le he’s abroad ,
hoping to live out the dream of
Good Vibes through his acoustic
music.
“My good vibes is music. I’m
like Tracy Chapman. If you listen
to some of the songs she sings,
they’re very inspirational songs,

and one question she was asked is,
‘Can music change the world?’ She
answered, ‘I don’t know if music
can change the world, but it’s a
driving force.’ I want to change
the world,” Smith said. “That’s a
huge dream, but it’s what my music
wants to do. My goal is to take the
music and get the ball turning.”
Smith, having spent a lot of time
at open-mic nights and playing
cover songs, has never been a part
of a band, but has instead focused
his stripped-down, acoustic music
on personal experience.
“A l l of my song s a re rea l ly
written about where life’s taken
me so far — t he jou rney f rom
adversity. There are songs about
adversity, songs about inspiration.
I’m trying to tell people to come
do this, come have fun, because
at the end of the day, it’s all about
being happy, right?”
And, although it is all acoustic
and not pumped up w it h
instrumentals and backing beats, it
has a clear message.

“It’s not rock ‘n’ roll. It’s not
going to blow your feet off, but it is
music that will soothe your soul,”
Smith said. “It’s much like James
Taylor , i n my opi n ion — Jack
Johnson, Paul Simon, some of the
greats that inspire me. Their music
is a message. I don’t write music
that doesn’t mean something.”
Wit h a new album under his
sleeve, and an inspiringly ambitious
journey ahead, Smith is ready to
make his mark on the world and
make the message of Good Vibes
heard through his music.
A lt hough he h a s set a t i me
frame of three months for his trip
through Europe, it is all really up
in the air.
“I think this guitar is going to
take me a long ways,” Smith said.
“We’re really just going to see what
happens.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Follow Smith’s trip through his
biweekly video blogs, web-series
video and Twitter @LiveGoodVibes
at www.LiveGoodVibes.com.
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Jack’s Mannequin
on heels of third album

Courtesy of fanpop.com

Pop-rock band tours with Guster,
stops in Myrtle Beach, Charlotte,
Charleston this week
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

One of pop-rock’s most notable piano men, Andrew
McMahon of Jack’s Mannequin, is back to the ivories,
wrapping up a summer tour with Guster and gearing
up for the release of the band’s third album “People and
Things.”
Jack’s Mannequin and Guster’s summer tour is
circling the Columbia area, having played in Myrtle
Beach Wednesday night and coming to Charlotte
Friday and Charleston Saturday.
“From city to city, there are a lot of similarities. From
place to place, world to world, people just want to come
out and listen to music,” McMahon said. “There aren’t
any dramatic differences in the crowds, maybe just the
accents.”
The two bands, who have come together for the
monthlong tour, first met playing Denver’s Mile High
Music Festival in 2009. Sharing a similar musical
sound, and in turn a certain core group of fans, the
tour has struck a chord for alternative and poprock concertgoers and also revealed the two bands’
undeniable compatibility.
McMahon joins Guster on stage, backing with piano,

for their encore, and Jack’s Mannequin plays a cover
with the Boston-bred rockers each night.
But t he tour, which sold out Cent ral Park’s
SummerStage, keeps things interesting with little twists
and turns in each night’s musical lineup.
“We don’t play the same set every night, which is
kind of a saving grace,” McMahon said. “Of course,
there will be some of the same songs overlapping from
night to night, but I tend to find when you rearrange
them a little bit and tweak from day to day, that’s where
you get that feeling of spontaneity.”
Jack’s Mannequin, identified by a more upbeat,
poppy, piano-driven sound, has two full-lengths under
their belt — 2005’s “Everything in Transit,” and 2008’s
“The Glass Passenger.” Featuring their most famous
singles “The Mixed Tape,” “Dark Blue” and “The
Resolution,” they have found a niche, and impressed
with a familiar, yet distinctly identifiable sound.
On the heels of their third album, “People and
Things,” due out Oct. 4, it has been exactly three years
— the same gap of time that has fallen between each of
their three releases.
“I’m just slow. I started the record in a similar fashion
as I started the other two, kind of beginning with the
piano and vocal, and then building the track around it.
But, it just didn’t feel right,” McMahon said.
And, when the feeling wasn’t right, McMahon pulled
out the ultimate overhaul to perfect his music and
vision.
“Where I think this record wanted to come out last

summer, I sort of took the leap of faith and started
over, and in September of last year, we began recording
again,” McMahon said. “It’s just the twists and turns
the creative road takes you on, and I certainly hope that
when it comes to the next record, we aren’t making you
guys wait a few years again.”
The album’s first single “My Racing Thoughts,”
which is available for download on iTunes, adopts a
sound somewhere between “Transit” and “Passenger”
on first listen, harkening back to the catchy, pop-driven
singles from the first and relying on the slowed-down,
more alternative latter.
“I think both [albums] were largely studio efforts.
I would write a song, sit down with the piano and
sing, and then we built the band around the elements,
whereas I think with this record, we actually did it in
a much more traditional way,” McMahon said. “We
brought the band into the house, learned all the songs
together and went into the studio and laid down our
basic track live and did our own production from
there. I think fans that have seen us on the road, seen
us on tour, will find that the album is a pretty honest
representation of what we do live.”
The album also departs from the traditional
Jack’s Mannequin practice, bringing in some outside
songwriting and musical collaborations, including Matt
Thiessen from Relient K, for a few of the songs.
“Historically, I’ve written everything — 100 percent.
MANNEQUIN ● B7

‘30 Minutes or Less’ wastes cast talent
Neal Hughes

NHUGHES@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

C-

“30 Minutes or Less”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Ruben Fleischer
Starring: Jesse Eisenberg,
Danny McBride, Nick
Swardson, Aziz Ansari
Run Time: 83 minutes
Rating: R for crude and
sexual content, pervasive
language, nudity, some
violence

“30 Minutes or Less” is a
very aptly named film, with its
title fully alerting the viewer of
the amount of time they will be
entertained.
This wouldn’t hold true if
there was no “or less” at the
end of the title, because saying
this film has at least 30 minutes
of pure entertainment value
would be a horrible and gross
exaggeration.
It is not that the film is
atrocious (well actually, at
times it is). It just is such an
enormous waste of comedic
talent that not capitalizing
on the cast should result in
director Ruben Fleischer’s SAG
card being suspended.
Fresh off his directorial
debut of t he su r prisingly
h ilar ious “Z ombiela nd”
(2009), Fleischer has enough
Hollywood credibility that he
can score almost any comedic

actor for his films. But, as the
Miami Heat illustrated this
year, more stars doesn’t mean
more success.
The film follows Nick (Jesse
Eisenberg), a pizza delivery boy
with only one job requirement
— to get the pizza to the
customer’s home in 30 minutes
(he is no overachiever, so that
doesn’t always happen). He lives
with his best and seemingly
only friend Chet (Aziz Ansari),
a substitute teacher living in a
house that is way too nice for
their combined salaries. Then
again, this film really isn’t
based in reality.
The friendship bet ween
these two is supposed to be the
crux of the film, yet it’s really
one of the main undoings. The
pair lacks chemistry, making
their conversations very clunky
and dull. However, it seems

Fleischer caught on and made
them constantly discuss their
“best friendship” unashamedly,
as most grown men are prone
to do, so we as the audience
can be fully aware of how close
they are.
After a good 20 minutes
of what would normally be
banter bet ween Nick and
Chet (spoiler: It’s not), we
are introduced to Dwayne
and Travis (played by Danny
McBride and Nick Swardson),
t wo 30 - s o me t h i n g s w ho
occupy their time doing what
most 16-year-old boys do when
they are stoned. The only thing
keeping them from this lifestyle
of blowing up watermelons and
watching topless scenes in 3-D
is Dwayne’s wealthy ex-military
father, who hates his son in a
way that only a disappointed
father could.

No Contracts!
No Bank Drafts!
No Membership
Fees!
LEVEL 3 TANNING BEDS

SPRAY
TANNING
AVAILABLE!
Prices starting at
$25
per session
per person

Packages available!

Tan for 1 month
$33 - Unlimited
Tan for 2 months
$60 - Unlimited

Finally, Dwayne’s father
belittles them with enough
gay slurs that it is surprising
Ryan Murphy hasn’t made a
“Glee” episode about it. This
harassment prompts Dwayne
to hatch a plan to kill his father.
I would personally explain the
plan, but it is so unnecessarily
complicated and terrible that
even rehashing it makes me
realize how much money I
wasted seeing this film.
After three or four plot
complications, the film arrives
at Nick being strapped with
a bomb and forced to rob a
bank in order to get $100,000,
for Dwayne and Travis to pay
the hit man they hired to kill
Dwayne’s father. It makes
perfect sense — it’s just a really
stupid plan.
If that plot synopsis is not
enough evidence that someone
did not proofread the script,
perhaps the major plot holes
that were left unresolved may
be an indicator — not minor
ones, but ones along the lines
of not wrapping up certain
pivotal characters’ stor y
lines. But, let’s be completely
honest, it makes the film end
much earlier, which is the
only thing it did right.
Aspects like these give the
film a very unpolished and
sloppy feel, but most likely
Fleischer knew with such a
stellar cast and a moderately
humorous trailer (which
includes all the laughs in the
film), people would see it
regardless.
Buying a ticket to “30
Minutes or Less” is like
purchasing a losing lottery
ticket. In the end, all you
have is a stub and a strong
sense of regret.

Other packages available!

Located beside Hertz Rental Car inside
Cruise and Travel VIP

506 Gervais St. • 803-988-8447
Hours: Mon - Fri 9:30 am - 7pm
Sat 9:30 am - 1pm

Comments on this story?
V i s i t d a i l yg a m e c o c k.
com/mix

Alpha Chi Omega wishes all girls going through
sorority recruitment the best of luck!

Gamecocks,
G
k , thanks for voting us best sorority on campus!
Alpha Chi Omega

Student Health
Services
Find your balance with Student Health Services

General Medicine Center
Primary healthcare, lab work, radiology services
(803) 777-3175

Women’s Care
Birth Control, Pap/pelvic exams, preventative care
(803) 777-3175

Counseling & Human
Development Center
12 private counseling sessions per year
help you beat stress
(803) 777-5223

Campus Wellness
No-cost fitness, wellness and nutrition programs for students
(803) 576-9393

Pharmacy
On-campus pharmacy with discounted prices
(803) 777-4890

Sexual Assault and Violence
Intervention & Prevention
Support and advocacy for survivors
Presentations available for student groups and classes
(803) 777-8248

Psychiatric Services
Medical treatment for mental and emotional issues
(803) 777-5223
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WELCOME BACK,
GAMECOCKS!
GAMEC
OCKS!
Kristyn Winch

KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

C a r o l i n a
Produc t ion’s a n nua l
free concert took
a depart ure from
it s u s u a l big-na me
headlining act set up
to feature local artists
Haley Dreis; One, Two,
Skidoo; and Death of
Paris on t he Russell
House patio Tuesday
night.
The concert got off to
a little bit of a late start,
but the audience didn’t
m i nd t he 15-m i nute
wait. The crowd grew
and shrunk in numbers
throughout the course
of the evening, and the
heat d id n’t stop t he
bands from giving their
all on stage.
Haley Dreis and her
band opened the show.
The band has played
several USC events in
t he past and had t he
opportunity to open for
nationally recognized
p u n k b a n d We t h e
Kings when they came
t o c a mpu s i n 2010 .
Dreis, who completed
her u nderg raduate
deg ree at USC t h i s
M a y, a nd he r b a nd
played original songs
a s wel l a s cover s of
Katy Perry’s “Waking
Up in Vegas” and Lady
A ntebel lu m’s “ Need
You Now.” In addition
to being the lead singer,
Dreis plays violin and
ukulele.
“ I ’m h ap p y t o b e
back,” Dreis said.
Hip-hop group One,
Two, Skidoo — made
up of USC st udent s
Rupert Hudson, Pedro
Lopez, Jake Causey,
L e e G a r ret t , A d a m
Siler, Mike Roberts and
Thi Lam — took the
stage after Dreis and co.
The group was full of

energy and pumped up
the crowd by jumping
into the audience and
dancing. They played
original hip-hop songs
as well as a rap medley
w it h s o n g s r a n g i n g
from Lil Jon and the
East Side Boyz’ “Get
Low” to Aaron Carter’s
“How I Beat Shaq.”
Fourth-year fashion
merchandising student
Corrie Jolly said she
came to the Welcome
Back concert to support
her f r iend s i n O ne,
Two, Skidoo.
“I’m excited to be
back at school, and I’m
enjoying the last two
days of summer,” Jolly
said.
Students found out
ab out t he Welc ome
Back concert through
a variet y of methods.
K at harine LeeHong,
a f irst-year business
st udent , re ad ab out
the event in Carolina
P r o d u c t i o n’s f a l l
calendar. LeeHong was
not familiar with any of
the artists playing, but
liked what she heard at
the show.
“The artists are all
new to me, but I bought
an EP, and I’m really
CONCERT ● B7
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Death of Paris; One, Two, Skidoo; and Haley Dreis perform at Carolina Productions’ Welcome Back Concert.
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DEALS TO GET
YOU THROUGH
THE WEEK
Chloe Gould & Kristyn Winch

MONDAY

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Village Idiot — BOGO pizzas

MONDAY

One of Five Points’ most popular pizza stops and bars offers groups buy one, get one free pizzas every
Monday night from 7 to 10. The second-story restaurant, nestled in the middle of all the downtown
action on Devine Street, is already the perfect environment for students, with long tables, bar stools
and six-seater booths. Televisions and sports paraphernalia decorate the walls and the bar area, making
it the perfect spot for an away game viewing party. Village has all the classic pizzas, as well as a nice
selection of specialty pies, including coach Ray Tanner’s Omaha Special, a combination of ground beef
and pineapples. The buy one, get one Monday deal is valid for dine-in, pick-up and delivery, but you must
mention BOGO to get the deal.

Villa Tronco – $8 pasta night

TUESDAY

Al-Amir — $5 gyro and fries

TUESDAY

The Whig — 50¢ tacos and $2.50 tequila shots

THURSDAY

Villa Tronco is one of Columbia’s fi ner restaurants, featuring traditional Italian dishes and fresh
seafood. With the average entrée falling somewhere between $10 and $20, Tronco is defi nitely better
known as a place for Parents’ Weekend, an anniversary or a graduation dinner. However, with its $8
build-your-own-pasta-bowl, students can eat for a reasonable price and live the high life every Monday
night. Villa Tronco offers a variety of noodles and sauces to choose from, including: linguini, angel hair
and tri-color tortellini, and marinara, alfredo and olive oil. The deal also includes salad and homemade
bread. Villa Tronco is located at 1213 Blanding St., right off North Sumter Street, and is open for dinner
Mondays from 5 to 10 p.m.

SakiTumi — 50¢ sushi and $2 drafts

Al-Amir, Main Street’s resident Mediterranean restaurant, has impressed fans of the cuisine with its
exceptional dishes and wide variety of favorites. And, although the prices may be a dollar or two above the
average college student’s budget, Al-Amir is hooking it up with Tasty Tuesdays. Featuring a classic gyro
and fries for just $5, the Tuesday special adds a little diversity to the run-of-the-mill dinner. A definite step
above Santorini’s meal-plan gyros, set in a cozier and more authentic restaurant environment, Al-Amir is
definitely the go-to place for Mediterranean classics. Located right next to Moe’s, between the Courtyard
Marriott and the Honors Residence Hall, the restaurant is convenient and perfect for a nice sit-down
dinner, even on a budget. Al-Amir is open Monday through Saturday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday 11
a.m. to 9 p.m.

The Whig is the more edgy of the deal spots, tripling as a bar, restaurant and underground music venue.
It prides itself on its individuality and the diversity represented in its crowd and musical draw. Its menu
offers a host of more “bar food” type dishes, all staying in a price range perfect for the college budget.
Tuesday is 50-cent tacos and $2.50 tequila shot night, affording a nice dinner in late-night meal to a less
traditional restaurant scene. One of the night’s favorites are the vegetarian tacos, which are fi lled with
cheese, black beans, lettuce, hot sauce and salsa. The underground spot, located underneath the ABC
Columbia building, gives a twist on the “Mexican Night” cuisine, open every day at 4 p.m.

Photos by Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Villa Tronco, The Whig and SakiTumi
are among Columbia restaurants that
offer weekly meal deals, including
taco nights and drink specials.

SakiTumi is one of The Vista’s sushi joints, offering a more posh, sit-down atmosphere for date nights
and group dinners. The real sushi deal, however, is Thursday nights, when the restaurant offers 50-cent
sushi pieces, with a choice of spicy tuna roll, spicy salmon roll, Philly roll and California roll. Thursdays
also feature $2 pints of Kirin Ichiban draft, a traditional Japanese beer. With a SakiTumi spicy tuna roll
normally costing $8, this deal night slashes the price of an award-winning sushi plate by more than half.
The restaurant does have a full bar and a pretty lengthy cocktail menu, giving it a more sophisticated vibe.
But, it does focus on the college crowd, with many different weekly deals for students. SakiTumi is located
on Gervais Street in the Vista, and opens for dinner at 5 p.m.

LOOKING
FOR A
SHOW?
V i s i t J a c k ’s
M a n n e q u i n’s
website at
jacksmannequin.
com for tickets
to their Guster
a n d s o l o to u r
dates, as well
as to preorder
“People and
Things.”
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HOW: throw
TO

a great party

Mary Cathryn Armstrong
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

E

veryone loves a great party, and college is the best time to pull out all the stops and
throw an incredible party that people will be talking about for years to come. But
these days it’s a lot easier to throw a flop than it is to host the party of the year, and
planning is key to making the big night a huge success. Whether you’re hosting
your very first shindig or you’re a party-throwing pro, here’s an easy step-by-step guide
complete with all the do’s and don’ts to help you along the way to the year’s perfect party.
DO MAKE A GREAT PLAYLIST
So the party’s in full swing and everyone’s dancing
and having a great time, when suddenly Olivia Newton
John’s classic “I Honestly Love You” comes blasting out
over the stereo. Not good. Nothing can throw a party off
more than one bad song, so make sure to plan a playlist
beforehand that’s chock-full of artists like Bob Marley,
Lil Wayne, Sublime and Lady Gaga that will keep things
moving all night long.

DO PICK A GOOD THEME
Halloween is popular for one reason: People love to
dress up. Hosting a great theme party is sure to make
your event one of the most memorable of the year.
Whether you want to get fresh with an ABC (anything
but clothes) party or keep it classic with an old-school
toga party, there are literally hundreds of themes to
choose from that all your guests will want to get creative
with just to get in on all the fun.

DON’T SERVE DRINKS FROM
YOUR BATHTUB

No matter how much you scrub and Lysol your
tub, no one wants to drink PJ or jungle juice from a
place where people have spent time naked. If you’re
planning on providing libations for your guests, mix
it up in a plastic bucket or a storage tub, and if all else
fails, pick up a cheap gallon-sized trash can for your
PJ.

DON’T USE THE FINE CHINA
Three things are key to a great party: Solo cups,
Solo cups, Solo cups. They are easy to clean up, come
in a variety of colors and are perfect for playing any
party game, especially if beer pong or fl ip cup is on
the evening’s schedule. Plus, these plastic beauties
won’t wreck your bank account; a pack of 50 cups will
only run you a couple of bucks at the store.

DON’T BREAK THE BANK
DO LET YOUR NEIGHBORS
KNOW ABOUT THE PARTY
The only thing worse than hosting a party that’s a
dud is hosting a great party that gets broken up by the
Columbia PD just when things are really getting started.
So clue your neighbors in about the party in advance
to keep noise complaints in check and ensure that your
party stays strong without slapping you or your guests
with hundreds of dollars in tickets.

Whether you decide to throw a planned theme party
or throw a get together at the last minute, budgeting
for your event is always important. Any theme party
decorations can be made at home with the right
amounts of hot glue and creativity. And if you want
to really keep things under budget, tell your guests
the event is BYOB. That way, everyone can have their
exact beverage of choice and you don’t have to shell out
big bucks to make sure everyone’s happy.

DO PROVIDE SNACKS

OK, so not many college parties are well-known for
their food. That being said, it never hurts to toss a little
something on the table in case your guests get hungry.
Now, we’re not talking caviar and Brie; after all, you are
still trying to stick to your budget. Think more along the
lines of chips and salsa with a few pizza bites thrown in,
and you should be good to go.

MANNEQUIN ● Continued from B2
On this record, I feel like so much of the music was
about these shared experiences and all these people in
my world,” McMahon said.
And those shared experiences reveal some of the
growing pains, and the realization that McMahon and
many of his friends are all approaching age 30 and a
whole new chapter in life.
“You start really thinking about things and your life
in a different way,” McMahon said. “My friends are
getting married and moving in with their partners and
all these different things, and a lot of the songs on this
record are about late-night conversations with those
friends about this time in their life, and some of the
aspects of that that I don’t think are regularly visited in
the light of day.”
With the album’s release just two months out,
McMahon and Jack’s Mannequin are closing out the
summer with Guster and gearing back up for “The
People and Things Tour,” which kicks off in October.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

CONCERT ● Continued from B5
enjoying [the show],” LeeHong said. First-year psychology student Kailah Thompson found out
about the concert just by looking out the window.
“I was walking through the Russell House and heard the music, so I decided to check it out,”
Thompson said.
The concert ended with a set by local electro-pop band Death of Paris. The band gave out sampler
CDs to the first 50 people in attendance. Three members of the band are former USC students,
and lead singer Jayna Doyle wore a Gamecock T-shirt on stage to show pride for her alma mater.
“Thanks for having us, USC and Carolina Productions,” Doyle said. “I miss this campus.”
If you missed the Welcome Back concert or liked what you saw, Death of Paris will be opening
for Weaving the Fate at the Township Auditorium on Saturday at 7 p.m.
Doyle closed the concert by sharing some important advice with students.
“I hope you guys have a great semester. Call your parents. Take your vitamins. Stay in school.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Close to 5 points/ USC campus
4 bedroom/ 3 bath, close to USC,
washer/ dryer, all major appliances
Email selj803@gmail.com

Miyo’s & M.Vista
are looking for great team players
for the new semester ! We have
openings for servers, hosts and
other entry level positions. You
must be energetic and driven ,
academically successful! Please
submit your application to :
www.miyos.com.

PT Retail Position available in
upscale vision centers for honest,
dependable, fashion-oriented
individual with strong work ethic
and good GPA. Primarily Sales
and Clerical duties. Hours: 8:309:00 am to 5:30pm M-F, 9 - 5 pm
Sats. Must be able to work most
Sats. Send resumes, cover letter
and references to eyes.r.us@
hotmail.com.

PHYSICIAN PRACTICE PART
TIME HELP WANTED
Physician practice located in
downtown Columbia is looking
for 2 students to work part
time in our practice. Duties will
include pulling and filing charts,
appointment reminders, insurance
verification and other clerical
duties. Experience not required,
but professionalism, punctuality
and responsibility is an absolute.
Prefer students that plan to stay
in Columbia over the summer and
could work full time during those
months. Email resume as well
as days and times you would be
available to work this semester.
Email:
guy@physicianservicessc.com

2 BR/BA condo located 5 mins
from campus. All appliances
furnished, pool, nicely renovated
, located on the river. $775.00
Contact Matt 803-730-3980.
Affordable apartments one to
three miles from USC
We have 1, 2, & 3 bedroom
apartments in residential
neighborhoods ranging in price
from $355 to $580 per month.
Please call 803-799-0804 for more
information.
uscarearentals.com or 318-0800
2306 Devine St
3 bedroom, 1 bath, $750 rent/750
sec dep
no pets, 776-5405
Rosewood/Shandon/USC 3BR/2BA - Pets ok w/deposit.
Heart of Rosewood - Perfect for
students or family.
3221 Capers Ave. 29205
Contact: Ms. Lauren Keith
(lauren@thefowlerco.com) 803-256-6295

EMPLOYMENT
Bartending! Up to $250/Day.
No Exp Nec.Training Courses
Available. 800-965-6520 Ext 253
After School Counselor
Lexington Leisure Center, M-F
2-6, Call Rachael at 957-7828 for
info. Email justin@lcrac.com

Telecounseling Positions Available
The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions is looking for
enthusiastic, dedicated students
to assist with recruitment this
year by calling prospective
students, admitted students and
their parents. Applicants should
possess strong communication
skills, enthusiasm for USC, good
work ethic, professionalism, and
basic computer and telephone
skills. Students are required to
work a minimum of two nights
per week during the hours of
5:00 to 9:00 pm Monday through
Thursday throughout the school
year, except on University
holidays. Telecounseling pays
$7.50/hr, and training begins
on Tuesday, September 6th.
Applications are available in
the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions located on the
Horseshoe in Lieber College.
Application deadline: August 25th
at 5:00 pm. For more information,
please call Alexandra Scovel at
777-9106.
PT Research Assistant. Assist
with program evals for youth
svcs. Provide TA on reporting.
Enter data. Knowledge of Office
Required. Research methodology
& statistics knowledge preferred.
10-20 hrs/wk. Email tiffany@
swsolutionsinc.com

LIFEGUARDS: Harbison Rec
Center is looking for lifeguards
with CURRENT certifications.
E-mail resume and your
AVAILABILITY to dcartee@
harbisoncommunity.com
Work with Horses
Stable management position
open at dressage training facility
in Blythewood,S.C. Job includes
feeding, turn-out, blanketing
and stall cleaning. Must have
experience working with horses.
Farm is located 30 minutes from
university.
Call Susan at 803-609-5300
Email stodd24@sc.rr.com
PT golf retail shop sales assistant.
Some golf experience required.
Call Kris 803-781-0711
Seeking RELIABLE USC student
to babysit Thursday mornings
for two cute babies! Must be
extremely responsible and have
a lot of experience with babies.
Must be upbeat and outgoing and
willing to play! References are a
must! Hours will be 8:00-12:30ish.
If this suits you, please call (803)
727-6646 or (803) 67306153.
Thanks!

THE SCENE

EMPLOYMENT

Lifeguards
LIFEGUARD/PHYSICAL THERAPY
AIDE POSITIONS!!!
Seeking enthusiastic part-time
employees to work with adults
with various disabilities in our
therapeutic pool and muscular
development room. Need Red
Cross Lifeguard Certification but
will train you to work in our facility.
GREAT PAY. $12.12/hour!!!
Will work around your class
schedule.
Questions? Call 896-6054 or
896-6056
Complete the SC state
application:
http://ohrweb.ohr.state.sc.us/
OHR/OHR-career-ops.phtm
& fax: 896-6087 or bring it to:
Physical Therapy Department
SC Vocational Rehabilitation Dept
Evaluation Center
1410D Boston Avenue
West Columbia, SC 29170
Email Csmith@scvrd.state.sc.us

Restaurant
PT Kitchen/Servers. Must work
lunchtime hrs. Apply In person.
Groucho’s 611 Harden Street 5
POINTS

MISC
International Student Reception
on August 19: 610 Pickens St,
4-7PM, Free food & friendships.
799-3452

OFFICE ASSISTANT, Part-time
Local construction company.
Flexible hours, Mon.-Fri. 8-5
General admin. duties include
answering phones, filing, & typing.
Experience with MS Word and
Excel preferred. Relaxed office
environment. Email resume or
summary of qualifications to
JDennis@Walker-White.com
GOT WORK STUDY?
Thomas Cooper Library wants
you!
Apply online today
http://library.sc.edu/employment/

MISC
Brand New Full Mattress Set
Still in plastic. Can deliver. $140
803-381-5648
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
WELCOME BANQUET, AUG 26.
Free dinner, entertainment, door
prizes. www.ifmusa.org 799-3452
Parking Spaces: Pickens at
Blossom. $280 semester.
799-3452
Parking - $30 monthly
Parking- $30 per month.
Parking Available in Great
Location next to 719 Henderson;
If interested contact Rosen Real
Estate at #252-9321
Email mahheyward@gmail.com

PHD • JORGE CHAM
TODAY
NBT’S BACK TO SCHOOL BASH W/ EBLUE,
THE NOISE, CROWNS
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

REGGIE SULLIVAN BAND
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $10
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.

TOMORROW
PATRICK DAVIS
“THE TRIP”
5:30 p.m. / 8 p.m., $6.50 students /
$7.50 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

9 p.m. doors / 9:30 p.m. show, $12 in
advance / $15 day of show
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.

8/18/11

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Office of Undergraduate Research welcomes you back!

Start out the year on the right track –
get $$ for YOUR research!
Curious?? Learn more at Legare College 126, www.sc.edu/our, or call 777-1141!
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See
Tomorrow’s
Paper for
Solution

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC

Across
1 Gold medalist's
place
6 Buddies
11 Use a stun gun on
14 Boise's state
15 Saigon's Vietnam
War counterpart
16 "__ had it!"
17 Penning ads and
such
19 Wee one
20 PC key next to the
space bar
21 Buttery and
creamy, as pastry
22 Browsing the
Web, say
24 When doubled,
make light of
25 Church alcove
26 Mall habitué's
motto
32 Ending for microor oscillo33 Puppy's protest
34 Big Band __
35 Tackle box item
36 Equine, to a
19-Across
38 Odds partner
39 Like most codgers
40 Long-haul rig
41 Postal postings
42 Instrument Bob
Dylan was once
booed for playing
46 Gold medalist,
vis-à-vis competitors
47 Egyptian snakes
48 "Comin' right up"
51 Part of a blind
52 "Unbelievable!"
55 Whopper junior?
56 Race decided by
a camera, or what the
start of 17-, 26- or
42-Across literally is
59 Seasonal malady
60 Crowbar, essentially
61 How objects are
seen through a mist
62 "Is it soup __?"
63 Skip the announcement, invitations, etc.
64 Old Montreal

www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

team
Down
1 Payroll tax acronym
2 Teen favorite
3 Totally absorbed
4 Hardly outgoing
5 Line on a tugboat
6 Showy to a fault
7 "What __ God
wrought?"
8 Preﬁx with verse
9 Game with tiny
hotels
10 Volunteers (for)
11 Penne relative
12 Skin So Soft
maker
13 Townshend of The
Who
18 Mob disorder
23 Was in front
24 Benedict I, e.g.
25 Afﬁrmative votes
26 Oar
27 Large crowd
28 Emotionally expressive, as poetry
29 Avis __ Car
30 Tell the waiter
what you want
31 Avoid ﬂunking
32 Gin ﬁzz ﬂavoring

See Tomorrow’s
Paper for
Solution
36 __ Bernardi, who
played Tevye on
Broadway
37 Fail to mention
38 Diner sign
40 Church topper
41 Scary beach
current
43 TV network with
an eye logo
44 In great numbers
45 "Wild Blue Yonder" mil. group
48 Far from certain
49 River through
Egypt
50 Be contiguous
with
51 Aerobics acces-

sory
52 Spineless one
53 Norway's capital
54 __ and wherefores
57 Lacto-__ vegetarian
58 Put the kibosh on
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Shaw shines in scrimmage
Sophomore impresses before
leaving with thumb injury
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Con nor Shaw spent h is t i me i n
Sout h Carolina’s second preseason
scrimmage Wednesday as the firstteam quarterback over Stephen Garcia,
but coach Steve Spurrier said not to
read too much into it.
“ He wa s schedu led to st a r t t he
scrimmage,” Spurrier said. “Stephen
started the last one. So Connor played
with the guys Stephen played with the
last scrimmage, and Stephen played
wit h t he g uys Connor played wit h
last scrimmage. We’re trying to get a
good evaluation on. That’s what [Shaw
starting] meant.”
Sh aw d id lo ok t he p a r t , g oi n g
s i x- of-11 f o r 192 y a r d s a nd t w o
touchdowns. Both scores were on deep
balls — a 70-yard pass to Jason Barnes
to open the scrimmage and later an
80-yard strike to Damiere Byrd.
However, Shaw’s night was cut short
after he hit his hand, dislocating his
thumb on his throwing hand. He wore
a black brace for the remainder of the
evening and was not made available to
the media after the scrimmage due to
treatment. Spurrier indicated he was
not worried.
“His thumb sort of popped out of
the joint, briefl y,” Spurrier said. “He
got it back in. He says that’s happened
before, and it shouldn’t bother him. So
hopefully he’ll be OK in two or three
days.”
For as well as Shaw started, Garcia’s
night began poorly. On his first play
w it h t he second team, he f umbled
while trying to pull the ball back in to
his chest. Heralded freshman Jadeveon
Clowney picked it up, returning it 22
yards for a touchdown.
“Stephen’s got to quit starting to
throw and stopping,” Spurrier said.
“He does that all the time. He did it in
the game last year, against Tennessee I
think. Fortunately, we recovered.”
I n h i s de f e n s e , G a r c i a s a id he
believed the play was an incomplete
pass, not a fumble.

Sophomore Connor Shaw threw for 192 yards and two touchdowns before injuring his thumb.
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Jeffery graces cover of Sports Illustrated
Junior receiver
in magazine’s college
football preview
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Alshon Jeffery is the only
Gamecock on t he front of
this week’s issue of Sports
Illustrated, but he said it was
a group effort that made it
possible for h i m to g race
t he c o v e r of t he s t o r ie d
publication.
“ I t ’ s
a
g r e a t
accompl ish ment ,” Jef fer y
said. “But I got to give credit
to my teammates, my coaches
and everyone that helped me
(get) in that position.”
Jef fer y is one
of f ive players on
t h e c o v e r, a l o n g
with Stanford
quarterback Andrew
Luck, A labama
running back
Trent R ichardson,
O k l a h o m a
quarterback Landry
Jones and Nebraska
defensive tackle Jared
Crick. Each player is
featured as the cover’s
focal point depending
on geographic region.
Jef fer y said he
probably wouldn’t buy a copy
but assumed someone would
g ive h i m one. T he photo
shoot with Sports Illustrated
took about 30 minutes, Jeffery
said, and it seems he hasn’t
given the experience much
thought since that half-hour.
“ I ’m no t r e a l b i g o n
something like [being on the
cover],” Jeffery said.
Jeffery’s appearance on the
cover has reignited playful
debate among fans and on

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Alshon Jeffery is one of five players featured on the cover of Sports Illustrated’s college football issue.
the Internet as to whether
Jeffery is in shape. The junior
receiver appears to have a
belly in his photo. Jeffer y,
who said he is trying to lose
some weight but is currently
at the weight he played at last
fall, isn’t fazed by the jabs
coming his way.
“People are gonna say what
they want to say,” Jeffery said.
“It don’t matter to me.”
USC is ranked No. 7 by

the magazine in its preseason
pol l, a nd t he covers w it h
Jeffery in the center declare
Carolina has “t he best
Gamecocks team ever” this
fall. Jeffer y said such loft y
proclamations won’t create
pressure for him or the rest of
the Gamecocks.
“A in’t no pressure to me,
a i n’t n o p r e s s u r e t o m y
teammates,” he said. “We just
got to go out and just play,

stay focused, listen to what
ou r coaches say a nd st ick
together as a team. Believe in
each other.”
Jef fer y is t he f irst USC
at h lete to be feat u red on
Spor t s I l lu st rated’s cover
since men’s basketball legend
John Roche, who was on the
cover in 1971.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Kratch:
Clemson in
SEC good
for Carolina
Adding Tigers
would benefit
all USC athletics
T h e r e ’s a r e a s o n
R a y Ta n n e r a n d
Steve Spurrier
have supported
Clemson joining
the Southeastern
Conference.
It would be a good
thing for South
Carolina.
The percept ion
is USC
w o u l d
lose a
recruiting
edge with
Clemson
in the
league,
James
especially
Kratch
Fourth-year
a f t e r
English student
Ja d e v e o n
Clow ney
s p o k e s o p o s it i v e l y
ab out C le m s o n a nd
i mpl ied he wou ld’ve
signed with the upstate
school had it been
in t he SEC. A lso,
Clemson joining t he
SEC would eliminate
the sense of superiority
USC f a n s f e el w it h
Clemson residing in
the easy-to-denigrate
ACC.
However, put
p a r t i s a n a r g u me nt s
a s id e a n d t h e f a c t s
b e c o me c le a r : US C
would gain a great deal
if it shared a conference
with its rival.
While football may
be t he cat a ly st for
expansion fever, a good
place to start would be
men’s basketball and
baseball.
T h e
a n n u a l
Clemson- Carolina
basketba l l ga me has
been an afterthought
recently. In 2008, the
g a m e w a s f o ol i s h l y
played in Columbia on
Dec. 30 with students
on w inter break a nd
fans on both sides in
Florida for New Year’s
Day bowl ga mes. I n
2009, it was played in
Clemson a day after the
Tigers made their fi rst
appearance in the ACC
Championship Game.
In 2010, the game came
in Columbia t he day
after USC’s first-ever
trip to t he SEC t itle
game.
If t he t wo schools
were in the SEC, the
games (there would be
two) would be after the
football spotlight has
dimmed. W hether at
Littlejohn Coliseum or
Colonial Life A rena,
t he at mo s p he r e f o r
t he g a mes wou ld be
elec t r ic. T he added
importance of a
g a me i n t he le a g ue
standings would help
r e s t or e s ome lu s t er
to t he rivalr y. Heck,
t here cou ld even be
tailgating.
W it h baseba l l, I
don’t know how much
i ntensit y cou ld be
added to a three-game
ser ies, consider i ng
t hings are rat her
i nt e n s e a l r e a d y.
H o w e v e r, C l e m s o n
joining the SEC would
open the door for more
regular season games
between both teams.
This past season, Ole
Miss and Mississippi
State played a game at
a neutral site that had
no bearing on the SEC
standings. Alabama did
KRATCH ● C9
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Byrd making a
name for himself
Freshman, fastest Gamecock
shooting up depth chart
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Steve Spurrier hesitated to declare freshman
receiver Damiere Byrd his team’s fastest man
during the university’s recent media days — he
first wanted to see a team footrace.
As it turns out, Spurrier’s players had already
settled the matter. During summer workouts,
wh ich NC A A r u les prevent Spu r r ier f rom
observing, Byrd raced cornerback Marty Markett,
the team’s incumbent fastest man. Byrd became
officially known as the fastest Gamecock “by a
little bit,” according to tailback Marcus Lattimore.
The Sicklerville, N.J., native turned heads that
day. Two weeks into preseason practice, he hasn’t
stopped.
“Damiere Byrd seems to make a play or two all
the time,” Spurrier said.
Byrd has been one of the surprises of camp,
continually coming down with catch after catch.
Further elevating his status is the fact he usually
does so after he blows by a bigger, stronger
defensive back.
“Damiere’s got really, really good hands for not
a big guy,” said wide receivers coach Steve Spurrier
Jr. “He’s got a really good balance. People come
and shove him around, and he kind of maintains
his center of gravity really well.”
When USC recruited Byrd, Spurrier knew he
was getting a player with tremendous speed. Also
a standout track athlete at Timber Creek High,
Byrd won the New Jersey state indoor 55-meter
dash title as a sophomore. As a senior, he competed
for the Team USA juniors in February at the
2011 Germany-Japan-USA Trilateral Friendly
Indoor Meet in Osaka, Japan — a commitment
that caused his National Letter of Intent’s arrival
to USC to be delayed several days after National
Signing Day.
However, football teams across the nation are
littered with track standouts who run crisp routes
with tremendous speed but otherwise lack many
of the skills necessary to become an elite receiver.
Byrd is not one of those players.
“He’s definitely a football player. It’s pretty
obvious,” said quarterback Connor Shaw, who hit
Byrd for a 65-yard touchdown play in USC’s first
summer scrimmage. “He can run; he can also
catch when he’s flying.”
Byrd said he took up running track after he
started playing football as a way to improve his
abilities. It was one of many decisions Byrd has
made to improve his on-field ability; another was
to make a concerted effort to develop the sure
hands so many have bragged on this summer.
“Before, I couldn’t catch at all,” Byrd said. “Back
in probably middle school, I didn’t know how
to catch at all. Over and over, in my high school
career and even until now, I’m still [practicing],
catching a lot of balls, fine-tuning my craft.”
Byrd admits the transition to the college game
from high school has been a tough one, but not
in the same vein as it is for most true freshmen.
Byrd said he is “really comfortable” with USC’s
offensive scheme on the whole and his routes are
“all equal” in difficulty. The challenge, he said, has
been getting used to the long hours of practices
and numerous position and unit meetings. Such
aspects weren’t present in high school, but Byrd
recognizes they are vital in terms of the success he
feels is possible for the Gamecocks.
“The program’s on the rise. I can tell that,” Byrd
said. “This team is ready to do special things. I
want to be a part of it.”
Byrd’s teammates all mar vel at his speed.
Lattimore even recently compared Byrd to the
man considered the fastest on Earth.
“It really doesn’t look like he’s running fast,”
Lattimore said. “Like Usain Bolt; it really doesn’t
look like he’s running fast, but he’s just pulling
away. It’s crazy.”
Senior wide receiver Jason Barnes said Byrd
is “up there” among the fastest players he’s ever
BYRD ● C11

Today begins an exciting two
weeks of football coverage for The
Daily Gamecock.
For the next three days, we’ll
explore the three SEC schools
USC won’t face in 2011. Then,
starting Tuesday, we’ll profile each
of Carolina’s 12 regular season

opponents over six days of
coverage.
Our annual football preview
tabloid, complete with position
previews, player profiles and season
predictions, will arrive Aug. 31.
We hope this satisfies your
football appetite and that you

continue to rely on The Daily
Gamecock for our up-to-the-minute
coverage and analysis of what is
expected to be a historic season for
USC.
But enough about us. Today, we
look at LSU. Tomorrow, Ole Miss.
— James Kratch, Sports Editor

Curtis Compton / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Senior quarterback Jordan Jefferson will have to come into his own this fall for LSU to contend in the SEC.

LSU: High expectations in
Death Valley as season begins
Young but talented
Bayou Bengals
atop presason polls
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

L OU I SI A NA S TAT E
TIGERS
Coach: Les Miles (62-17 in six
seasons at LSU, 90-38 overall)
Last Season: 11-2 (6-2 SEC),
defeated Texas A&M in Cotton
Bowl
Ret u r n i ng St a r ter s: 15 (8
offense, 7 defense)
Season Opener: vs. Oregon in
Arlington, Texas on Sept. 3
Expectations are high in Baton
Rouge.
With 15 returning starters from
last season’s somewhat unexpected
11-2 campaign, LSU is currently
No. 4 in the preseason coaches
poll and expected to be a Top 5
team when the Associated Press
preseason poll is released Saturday
— a far cry from last season when
it began at Nos. 16 and 21 in the
two polls, respectively.
“It’s a very different situation

from last year,” said quarterback
Jordan Jefferson at SEC Media
Days last month. “Last year we
weren’t in the top rankings, but
this year we are. We still have to
take a humble approach to the
season. Nothing is set yet. It’s just
a preseason ranking. We have a lot
to do to still be in the top ranking
at the end of the year.”
Of fense: Jefferson has been
embattled throughout his career.
Every year, the backup quarterback
becomes the most popular player
in Baton Rouge as the offense
st r uggles a nd Jef ferson play s
poorly. However, Jef ferson is
determined to finally come into his
own as a senior.
“You always hear criticism, but
it also motivates you,” he said. “It
helps me work out harder, but at
the same time it helps me improve
what people feel I lack at. I work
at the things people say I lack at,
and hopefully I can prove them
wrong.”
Jefferson will have the benefit
of working with former Louisville
head coach Steve K ragthorpe .
Orig inally h ired to be LSU’s
offensive coordinator, Kragthorpe

is now the quarterbacks coach after
announcing he has Parkinson’s
disease. However, his presence
has already proven to be a positive
one on Jefferson, who was one of
the most impressive throwers at
Archie, Peyton and Eli Manning’s
famed annual quarterback camp
this summer.
“Jordan has really proved how
resilient he is,” said center T-Bob
Hebert at Media Days. “He keeps
fighting and working to get better.
I’m really happy to have him as
the leader of our team and our
quarterback.”
Jefferson will have a veteran
offensive line in front of him, as
well as dynamic receivers Rueben
R a nd le a nd Ru ssel l Shepa rd .
There’s a bit of a question mark
at tailback after Stevan Ridley
jumped to the N FL early, but
Spencer Ware was the star of the
spring game with two touchdowns
and looks capable of replacing
Ridley.
Defense: Once again, defense
is expected to be the cornerstone
of LSU’s team, despite a relatively
LSU ● C11
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Wilds makes case for
time at running back
Blythewood native
leaves strong impression
in midweek scrimmage
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Devon Clarke / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Running backs coach Jay Graham
said Tuesday he was looking for
ball securit y, an abilit y to break
tackles and an overall “good hold”
on t he of fense and f low of t he
game as he continued his search
for t he No. 2 t a i lback beh i nd
Marcus Lattimore. True freshman
Brandon Wilds met all the criteria
in Wednesday’s scrimmage. The
for mer Bly t hewood H igh st a r
rushed for 33 yards on four carries,
mak ing an impression on coach
Steve Spurrier.
“ B r a n d o n ’s a g o o d b a c k ,”
Spurrier said. “He can sort of make
guys miss and knows how to hit the
hole.”
Wilds said his goal is to slide
in behind Lattimore and grab the
second-team job.
“Hopefully I can get that No. 2
spot and work my way up,” Wilds
sa id. “I n order to be t he best,
you’ve got to play with the best.”
To do so, Wilds will have to beat
out veteran Kenny Miles, USC’s
leading rusher in 2009, as well as
fellow freshman Shon Carson, who
led all rushers in the scrimmage
with 42 yards. Wilds said he and
Carson have a solid relationship
made easier by the fact they both
bring different things to the table
on the field.
“He’s speed; I’m power,” Wilds
said. “We’re two different backs.”
Wilds’s chances to win the job
not on ly improved Wed nesday
because of his on-field play, but
also because of an off-field decision
as well. After indicating last week
W i ld s w a s l i k el y t o r e d s h i r t ,
Spu r r ier i nd ic ated pla n s h ave
changed.
“Brandon’s probably going to
play,” said Spurrier, adding he sees
Wilds also fi lling a role on special
teams.
W i ld s ha s a lso seen t i me at
fullback this summer.
Clow ney wows: Jadeveon
Clow ney was t he center of
attention at USC’s surprise open
scrimmage Wednesday night. The
Rock Hill native did his best to

Devon Clarke / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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“I guess the refs thought it came out of my hand and went
backward,” Garcia said. “I don’t think that was a fumble.”
Garcia did recover later in the night, hitting Ace Sanders
for a 23-yard touchdown on a corner route in the back of
the end zone. Garcia fi nished the night eight-of-13 for 128
yards and a score.
“Stephen threw some good balls at the end,” Spurrier
said.
Spurrier has said on several occasions that Shaw and
Garcia are in a quarterback competition for the starting
job despite the fact Garcia has started 28 consecutive
games over two-plus seasons. He declined to tip his hand
as to which way he may be leaning at this point after the
scrimmage, only saying both have played well this summer.
Garcia also said he doesn’t know who is leading, but he does
feel as if he is in a competition despite being the incumbent
starter.
“I’ve been in a quarterback competition since I’ve been
here, really,” Garcia said. “Nothing’s changed.”
Barnes led all receivers with three catches for 83 yards
and a score, while Shon Carson led all rushers with 42 yards
and a touchdown. All-American tailback Marcus Lattimore
did not have a carry for the second straight scrimmage.
With 15 preseason practices in the books, USC is at the
technical halfway point of summer camp with just about
two weeks to go before the season opener against East
Carolina on Sept. 3.
Spurrier said his team is improving, but not quite ready
to face another colored jersey in a game.
“We’ve still got a bit to go,” he said.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Senior wide receiver Jason Barnes finished Wednesday night’s
scrimmage with three catches for 83 yards and a touchdown.
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SCRIMMAGE BOX SCORE
SCORING SUMMARY — FULL FIELD PORTION
Jason Barnes 70-yd pass from Connor Shaw (Jay Wooten kick)
Jadeveon Clowney 22-yd fumble recovery (Adam Yates kick)
Damiere Byrd 80-yd pass from Shaw (Wooten kick)
Wooten FG 41-yd
Ace Sanders 23-yd pass from Stephen Garcia (Yates kick)
DeAngelo Smith 18-yd pass from Sanders (Wooten kick)
K.J. Brent 43-yd pass from Dylan Thompson (Yates kick)

SCORING SUMMARY — OVERTIME PORTION

PASSING

Shaw 6-11-192, 2 TD, INT; Garcia 8-13-128, TD; Thompson 8-15-92, TD, INT;
Sanders 1-1-18, TD; Clifford 2-7-8, INT

RUSHING
Carson 6-42, TD; Wilds 4-33; Miles 5-11; Hinch 3-5; Clifford 1-4

RECEIVING
Receiving: Barnes 3-83, TD; Byrd 1-80, TD; Brent 3-58, TD; Smith 3-50, TD;
Scruggs 2-39; Sanders 2-37, TD; Moore 1-21; Cunningham 1-17; Carson
2-16; Jones 1-14; Brady 1-7; Miles 1-6; Anderson 1-6; Ellington 1-2; Baker 1-1;
Hinch 1-1

(BALL ON 35-YARD LINE)
Scoring Summary — Overtime Portion (ball on 35-yard line)
Shon Carson 16-yd run (Wooten kick)
Yates FG 38-yd

TURNOVERS
Corey Addison INT Shaw; Clowney FR Garcia; Kadetrix Marcus INT Clifford;
Marty Markett INT Thompson

USC women’s tennis releases season schedule
Gamecocks to play
five tournaments in fall
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

T he Sout h Ca rol i na women’s
tennis team started last season in
brilliant fashion, going 26-1 at the
Milwaukee Tennis Classic.
The Gamecocks will try to do it
again next month.
USC released its 2011-12 schedule
Wednesday, which kicks off on Sept.
16 with an appearance at the MTC
hosted by Marquette University.
The Gamecocks will then compete
i n t he Fu r m a n Fa l l C l a s s ic i n
Greenville, S.C., and Northwestern’s
Wildcat Invitational in Evanston,

Ill., before closing the fall season
with October ITA meets in Pacific
Palisades, Calif., and Chapel Hill,
N.C.
The spring season will open on
Jan. 25 with a home meet against
Furman, followed by road trips to
Atlanta and Eugene, Ore., before
getting into regional play.
USC will host 11 home matches,
including in-state rivalry meets with
Clemson and College of Charleston.
The SEC Tournament will be held
from April 19 to 22 in Oxford, Miss.
USC and coach Arlo Elkins have
qua l if ied for t he last 17 NC A A
ournaments.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Anya Morgina and the USC women’s tennis team will make a run at an 18thconsecutive NCAA Tournament appearance this season.
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Gamecocks make out well at deadline
Bradley signs but
Price, Matthews,
Roth, Webb return
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Matt Price will return to USC for another season.
The closer could not come to terms with Arizona.

For a t wo -t i me defend i n g
national champion, South Carolina
did pretty well for itself at the
Major League Baseball signing
deadline.
All-American outfielder Jackie
Bradley Jr. will not return to USC
after coming to terms with the
Boston Red Sox , but outfielder
Adam Matthews and pitchers Matt
Price , Michael Roth and Tyler
Webb will all return for another
season.
“The coaches and I are ecstatic to
have these veteran guys back with
us again for the 2011-12 academic
year,” said USC coach Ray Tanner.
“When you go through a year or
two like we’ve been and you have a
lot of good players, sometimes the
cupboard can be bare. We’ve been
able to avoid that.”
Of the four returnees, Price
was the most significant. A sixthround selection of the Arizona
Diamondbacks, USC’s closer was
“50-50” as to whether or not he
would return to school for most
of the summer. Price said he and
Arizona went “back and forth,”
but in the end couldn’t come to an
agreement — something he said he
is OK with.
“I wasn’t ready to leave,” Price
said. “I felt like I needed to come
back and prove myself more.”
Price declined to discuss financial
specifics, only to say Arizona never
met his desired terms. He said the
Diamondbacks told him he had the
ability to either close or become a
starting pitcher at the professional
level.
It has been speculated for some
time that if Price returned to
USC, he would transition into a
starting role. Tanner said it isn’t a
definite, but Price, who said he’ll do
“whatever’s best for the team,” is in
line to be a starter at the moment.
“More than likely this year, we’re

going to go that way,” Tanner said.
Matthews said he had discussion
with the Baltimore Orioles, who
selected him in the 23rd round, but
they too didn’t meet his requested
contract demands.
“The Orioles were trying to
get me at a discount, so to speak,”
Matthews said. “Just didn’t meet
what I wanted, so I figured I’ll come
back my senior year, have some fun
and we’ll see what happens.”
Webb, a 48th round selection,
indicated he never got serious with
the Cincinnati Reds, noting he had
another “leverage” year as he will
only be a junior this season.
“I feel like I can contribute more
to this team and university,” Webb
said.
Roth, who wasn’t made available
due to a tonsillectomy, was a 31st
round selection of the Cleveland
Indians. However, he made it clear
from the start he was returning to
USC for his senior season.
Bradley, who was taken by Boston
with the 40th overall pick in the
supplemental first round, signed for
a $1.1 million dollar signing bonus
according to Baseball America.
“He told me during the afternoon

yesterday, ‘It’s going to come down
to the deadline,’” said Price, who
was Bradley’s roommate for three
seasons. “As soon as he figured out
he was signing, he called me and let
me know.
“I’m happy for him. I’m curious
to see what he’s going to do (as a
professional).”
Tanner said he and his staff
talked to Bradley in t he days
leading up to Signing Day, but
noted in the end, players have to act
in their best interests, as Bradley
did by signing.
“We always say, ‘Do what’s best
for you,’” Tanner said. “We want
everybody back.”
Not everyone will be back for
USC in 2012 as it tries to become
t he f i r s t t e a m t o w i n t h r e e
consecutive College World Series
titles since Southern California
won five straight from 1970 to ’74.
But it’ll be pretty close.
“I’m certainly pleased w it h
where we are today,” Tanner said.
“It could’ve been a lot different
than it is.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Jackie Bradley Jr. came to agreement with the Boston Red Sox in the
closing minutes prior to midnight Monday, ending his USC career.

MEYER RETURNS TO USC
Former USC shortstop Drew Meyer,
who was an All-American in 2002 and
played for the Texas Rangers in 2006,
will return to the school and serve as
a student assistant coach for the twotime defending College World Series
champion Gamecock baseball team. He
will work with the team’s infielders.
Meyer’s position will be similar to
former USC infielder Brian Buscher’s
this off-season. Buscher, who recently
became the head baseball coach at
Heathwood Hall in Columbia, earned his

bachelor’s degree in psychology while
coaching as a student assistant. Meyer
will be working toward completing his
degree in business management along
with his duties.
“We are very excited to have Drew
back at South Carolina as a part of
our coaching staff,” said Tanner in a
statement. “He had an outstanding
career here and will be a great teacher
and coach for our student-athletes.”
— James Kratch, Sports Editor

Courtesy of South Carolina Media Relations

Former USC shortsop Drew Meyer will serve as an undergraduate assistant in 2012.
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impress, recording two sacks to go
along with a fumble return for a
touchdown. He also cut down on
t he several of fsides penalt ies he
incurred in USC’s fi rst scrimmage.
Hit of the night: When Corey
Addison picked off a Connor Shaw
pass near the goal line and returned
it down the sideline, he was probably
feeling pretty good.
Then Rokevious Watkins entered
the picture.
T he 6 -f o ot- 4, 34 0 -p ou nd
senior offensive tackle blindsided
t he 6 -foot, 20 4 -pou nd redsh ir t
sophomore defensive back with a
crushing tackle around the 35-or-so
yard line.
W id e r e c e i v e r Ja s o n B a r ne s
g idd ily recapped t he play af ter
practice, in the process introducing
a new team term to the world.
“It was real funny,” said Barnes,
laughing. “I was actually right there

in front of it. I was waiting on Corey
to cut back, but I guess he didn’t see
Rokevious. He floored him. That’s
what we call t hat. He. Floored.
Him.”
Hampton in yellow: Redshirt
f reshman cornerback Victor
Hampton was among the handful
of players wearing yellow jerseys on
the sideline, indicating they are out
of practice with an injury. However,
Hampton didn’t look hurt, moving
up and down the sideline with brisk
ease — something Spurrier noticed.
“He can dance, but he can’t run,”
said Spurrier somewhat sarcastically
about what he said was a thigh injury
for Hampton. “He’s in good shape.”
Next up: The Gamecocks will
practice at 4:15 p.m. today after their
fi rst day of classes. The practice is
closed to the public.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Remember to buy ofﬁcially licensed Gamecock Merchandise at your local retailer.
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New Textbooks at Amazon

Students get FREE
Two-Day Shipping

Download the Amazon Price Check app
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KRATCH ● Continued from C1
the same against both Georgia and Auburn as
well.
Such a scenario would be perfect for USC and
Clemson. You’d have a three-game conference
series in Columbia or Clemson and one or two
games at a neutral site. We k now Greenville
can host. Charleston looks like a likely host.
There’s no reason why Rock Hill or Myrtle
Beach couldn’t as well.
Football drives the bus, though, and that’s all
anyone cares about when it comes to conference
expansion. There are defi nitely advantages for
USC when it comes to football.
Gett ing Clemson as a leag ue game would
mean nonconference scheduling f lexibility for
Spurrier and Athletics Director Eric Hyman.
The Gamecocks could play North Carolina, N.C.
State and Georgia Tech on a rotating basis. USC
could also take a page out of Georgia’s playbook
and play road games on the West Coast. Recent
losses to Oklahoma State and Colorado defeated
the purpose for UGA, but such trips would be
beneficial to recruiting.
Having a fourth game free opens the chance
to play TV-friendly neutral site games. USC
has been hesita nt because play ing on ly si x
home games would hamper both the athletic
department and city fi nancially. Get Clemson as
a league game, and seven home games every fall
are guaranteed, plus a potential trip to Charlotte,
Atlanta or wherever an attractive opponent and
payday may be.
In terms of the rivalry game, the added wrinkle
of conference play would make it that much
bigger. Fans always lament how USC-Clemson
is relat ively overlooked on a nat ional scale
compared to games like Alabama-Auburn, Ohio
State-Michigan and even Oregon-Oregon State.
Su re, t hose ga mes have had nat iona l
championship implications in recent history.
But even without such stakes, they draw more

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Bring in the orange uniforms. The hallowed rock. The storied hill. If Clemson joined the Southeastern
Conference, it would be great for South Carolina and its athletic programs, according to James Kratch.
attention on an annual basis. A large part of
the reason is the fact these rivalries are also
conference games. In a way, they mean doubly
more because of that. USC-Clemson would get
that rub as a conference game.
Last, a Clemson move to t he SEC would
once and for all prove which school indeed is
athletically superior. It would be Carolina’s
moment to fi nally prove itself in all sports.
The suggestion USC would be forfeiting a
recruiting advantage with Clemson in the league
smacks of unreasonable panic. The two schools

have completely different identities. A league
affi liation will not suddenly make one the carbon
copy of the other. In fact, putting the two schools
together could only magnif y the differences.
Given whatever preference a recruit has, it could
end up being an asset for USC. Clemson is not
going to join the SEC; simply put, the Tigers are
is happy where they are. But if it were to happen,
Carolina should embrace the move, not condemn
it.
USC fans tend to trust Spurrier and Tanner on
everything. There’s no reason to stop in this case.

Freshman Tanner McEvoy settling in at USC
Spurrier pleased
with Gamecocks’
quarterback of future
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Tanner McEvoy likely doesn’t figure
into South Carolina’s quarterbacking
present.
The quarterbacking future, however,
is a much different story. The 6-foot-6
true freshman from Hillsdale, N.J., has
impressed many during camp with his
raw ability.
“He’s a smart young man that should
do very well,” said coach Steve Spurrier.
“He’s very coachable. He’s got a chance
to be a big-time player.”
McEvoy, who played at nationally
prominent Bergen Catholic in Oradell,
N.J., chose to travel 728 miles south to
play in college for a myriad of reasons.
“Obviously, the future’s great here; the
program’s looking pretty good. I’ve got
family about 10 minutes away,” McEvoy
said. “It just kind of all matched.”
Prior to his senior season, McEvoy
wasn’t even a quarterback. He played
receiver until BC hired a new coach who
made the decision to transition McEvoy
under center.
It paid off, as McEvoy threw for 2,264
yards and 32 touchdowns and rushed
for 1,196 yards and 14 scores as he led
the Crusaders to a 10-2 record and an
appearance in the New Jersey NonPublic, Group IV championship game at
New Meadowlands Stadium, where they
lost to national power Don Bosco Prep.
For his efforts, McEvoy was named
the Newark (N.J.) Star-Ledger’s state
Offensive Player of the Year.
N o w, M c E v o y i s i n a n o t h e r
ne w e n v i r o n m e nt : le a r n i n g h i s

quarterbacking fundamentals from
the notoriously fickle Spurrier and an
entirely new offense. However, new
things are old hat for him.
“I’ve learned a new offense four years
in a row in high school,” McEvoy said.
“I’m just trying to learn another one
now and develop into what I could be.”
Shotg u n sn ap sn a f us: Center
T.J. Johnson struggled last summer
snapping the ball in the shotgun, but his
difficulties then were expected, as it was
his first season at the position.
The snapping woes have returned this
summer, and apparently Spurrier has had
enough. On Tuesday, as Johnson spoke
to the media, Spurrier drove his golf
cart over and interrupted the interview,
asking Johnson what he had said about
his snapping in a joking manner.
Johnson responded he won’t have
another poor snap this summer. So
far, so good — Johnson was perfect in

Devon Clarke / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Wednesday’s scrimmage.
Spurrier wine released for charity:
For the first time since 2007, a “Spurrier
Vineyards” wine is being released, with
all proceeds going to the Steve Spurrier
Foundation and the USC golf programs.
The “Gamecock Garnet” w ine,
released by Southern Wine & Spirits of
South Carolina, will be available at 24
locations in the greater Columbia area,
including the Food Lion in Five Points.
“We are excited about the [SEC

Eastern championship] reached by
Gamecock football last year,” said
Southern Wine & Spirits Vice President
and General Manager Tom Collins
in a release. “The wine is a great way
to recognize the title and also benefit
South Carolina golf and coach Spurrier’s
charities.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Veteran Ingram taking Clowney hype in stride
Senior defensive end
feels no disrespect from
freshman’s spotlight
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Back i n t he spr i ng, sen ior
defensive end Melvin Ingram was
talking to reporters after practice
when defensive line coach Brad
Lawing pointed and joked Ingram
“has more gray hair” than he does.
Lawing’s point was Ingram is a
veteran who has been around the
block. A s he goes into his f inal
season at South Carolina, Ingram
f i nd s h i m sel f i n a u n ique spot
— show ing t he new g uy who is
supposed to take his job around the
block.
Most would assume the constant
attention toward freshman Jadeveon
Clowney, the nation’s top recruit,
wou ld i r r it at e I n g r a m , US C ’s
leading sack man f rom a season
ago. Most would assume Ingram is
offended by the hype, seeing it as a
lack of respect.
T hose a ssu mpt ions wou ld be
wrong.
“Those are my teammates being
praised,” Ingram said. “It’s a team
effort. I’m all for it. As long as my
teammates are being talked about …
we’re all one.”
Ingram understands people think
Clow ney w ill take h is posit ion,
but said it doesn’t bother him or
motivate him.
“ T h at ’s a p er s o n’s opi n ion ,”
I ng ra m sa id. “ I c a n’t cha nge a
person’s opinion. I just want to go
out and play hard and maximize my
potential.
“If they feel like he can do that, if
he do that then he’s good enough to
do that. I’m just going to play hard
every day in practice and get ready
for the game.”

A dded Law i ng, “Melv i n isn’t
m o t i v at e d b y t h at s t u f f . He’s
motivated because he likes playing
football. In high school, they told me
that if you gave him a Gatorade, he’d
play hard. Now he’s got Gatorade all
the time, so he’s motivated because
of football.”
L i k e C l o w n e y, I n g r a m i s a
tremendous athlete — a “freak,” as
defensive lineman Byron Jerideau
put it. He played r u n n i ng back
and linebacker in high school, not
making the move to defensive line
u nt il he arrived at USC. I n t he
beginning, it was a position change
he didn’t enjoy.
“He fought putting his hand on
t he g rou nd for a couple years,”
Lawing said. “But when he finally
said, ‘That’s what I am,’ he’s gotten
better and he’s bought into it. He’s a
tremendous player for us.”
Ingram said it took until a year
ago for him to fi nally buy into what
Lawing was preaching to him and
embrace what had been a “hard
transition.”
Now that he has, he feels it is his
role as a senior to pass on what he
has learned to his fellow linemen,
including Clowney, who he said he
“loves to death.”
“I would never try to limit him by
not showing him stuff,” said Ingram
of Clowney. “I’m going to show him
everything I know — everything
everybody has shown me.”
Ingram said he has focused most
on helping Clowney be “mentally
ready ” for success, a nd t hat
“whatever happens happens on game
day ” in regard to who will be the
starting defensive end.
“Just show him it ain’t high school
no more,” said Ingram of what he is
trying to impress upon Clowney.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Senior defensive end Melvin Ingram enters the season fresh off a 2010 campaign
that saw him record 11 tackles for loss and a team-high nine sacks in 14 games.

Grimsley selected to Hermann Trophy watch list
Senior earns honor
for second straight year
Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior forward Kayla Grimsley (right) is one of 42 players considered for college
soccer’s top individual award a year after being named an NSCAA All-American.

Provided by support from the South Carolina Tobacco Collaborative

The recognition keeps pouring in
for South Carolina forward Kayla
Grimsley.
On the brink of kicking off her final
year as a Gamecock, the senior was
announced earlier this week as one
of 42 players to be named to the 2011
Hermann Trophy watch list, an award
given to the top collegiate soccer
player in the country.
The announcement comes a year
after Grimsley added another recordsetting season to her resume. Leading
t he team in scoring for t he t hird
straight year, the Lakeland, Fla., native
notched 12 goals, 10 assists and 34
points, making her the first Gamecock
ever to record at least 10 goals, 10
assists and 30 points in a single season.
“We’ve relied on her since she was
a freshman to be a go-to person, and
she’s carried that on her shoulders
every year,” coach Shelley Smith said.
“She’s come in and made that impact
every year; she’s shown that she can
score. If you give her a look, she’s going
to finish. We know that we can count
on her again this fall. She’s ready, and
she’ll definitely be a leader on the field.
We’re excited to see her as a senior.”
The Hermann Trophy is considered
to be t he top individual award in
college soccer and is presented to the
best male and female players at the
end of the season. Members of the
National Soccer Coaches Association
of America narrow the field down to 15
semifinalists as the year goes on before

cutting the number to three finalists in
November. The finalists take part in a
banquet at the Missouri Athletic Club
in St. Louis in early January, where the
winner of the award is announced.
G r i m sle y clo sed out t he 2010
season by becoming the second player
in program history to be named an
NSCA A A ll-A merican, while also
garnering the 2010 SEC Offensive
Player of t he Year award and her
second consecutive First Team AllSEC selection.
“ I ’m honore d t o g et t h at
recognition,” Grimsley said of the
All-American honors. “Like I’ve said
all season, individual awards in a team
sport don’t really ref lect on me; it
reflects on everyone else around me.
I’m grateful for my teammates and the
support I’ve had this season. That’s a
huge award, and I’m at a loss of words
about it.”
M a rk i ng her second season as
a member of the preseason watch
list, Grimsley is one of five players
from the SEC to be considered for
the Hermann Trophy in 2011. Other
selections were Florida midfielder
Tahnai Annis and defender Kathryn
Williamson, A labama goalkeeper
Justine Bernier and Auburn midfielder
Katy Frierson.
The watch list select ion mark s
Grimsley’s second honor of the 2011
preseason. The senior has also been
ranked No. 6 on TopDrawerSoccer’s
National Top 100 Players to Watch
poll, the highest position among all
SEC players.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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LSU ● Continued from C2
young unit. What the Tigers lack in
experience, they’ll make up for in
athleticism.
“Hopefully we can build on what we
started last year and continue to do what
we can,” said linebacker Ryan Baker at
Media Days. “We’d like to handle our
weight and be a consistent defense.”
All-Everything cornerback Patrick
Peterson is gone, but his understudy
is still in town. Sophomore Tyrann
Mathieu starred as a nickelback last year
with five forced fumbles, 4.5 sacks and
two interceptions. He’ll be called on to
do the same as one of the strong points
of LSU’s young but talented secondary
along wit h fellows corners Morris
Claiborne (2010 team interception
leader) and Tharold Simon and safeties
Eric Reid and Brandon Taylor.
Ba ker, who led LSU i n t ack les
and sacks last season , will key the
linebacking corps, which should have
the freedom to make plays en masse
thanks to the strong defensive front led
by senior Kendrick Adams and junior
Josh Downs.
Special teams: The Tigers will have
to replace both kicking specialists,
including All-American kicker Josh
Jasper. However, many are cautiously
optimistic about his replacement, Drew
Alleman, a junior who kicked a gamewinning field goal in high school to lift

Acadiana High to a Louisiana state 5A
championship. Australian Brad Wing
should be the punter. Mathieu should
replace Peterson on punt returns, and
Ron Brooks is expected to handle
kickoffs.
Schedule analysis: If the Tigers
are to compete for the SEC and BCS
titles this season, they’ll have to be
road warriors. With the opener against
Oregon and a trip to West Virginia
i n t he nonconference a nd leag ue
games at Mississippi State , Alabama
and Arkansas, LSU will have its work
cut out for it away from Death Valley.
However, some matchups may appear
more daunting than they actually are.
The Oregon game likely won’t do much
in the way of the national title picture
for the winner nor hurt the loser, and
LSU should be more talented than
W V U and Mississippi State, which
bodes well considering talent often
decides many early-season contests.
The game with the Crimson Tide in
Tuscaloosa on Nov. 5 will likely be the
game of the year in the SEC.
The fi nal word: “We’re in position
annually, in my opinion, to play for
a championship. We were last year.
I think we’re there again this year.”
– Miles

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Freshman wide receiver Damiere Byrd’s impressive speed has made a strong
impression on South Carolina’s coaching staff as the season opener approaches.

BYRD ● Continued from C2
played with. Barnes said he wasn’t
sure, though, if Byrd could beat former
Gamecock defensive backs Chris
Culliver, now with the San Francisco
49ers, or Captain Munnerlyn, who is
beginning his third season with the
Carolina Panthers.
Latt imore said he didn’t k now
who would win if Byrd went against
Culliver, but it “would be a good race.”
Defensive end Melvin Ingram said he
wouldn’t “make no predictions” about
a potential Munnerlyn-Byrd race.
Byrd isn’t shy about discussing his
speed. He’ll admit he’s the fastest
man on the team if asked, and he
had no problem revealing his latest
40-yard dash time as an astonishing
4.26 seconds. Byrd said he didn’t
k now what to expect in terms of
playing time when he arrived at USC,
but figured his best interest was to
prepare himself as if he was going to
play.

Jacob Langston / The Orlando Sentinel

Coach Les Miles and the LSU Tigers enter the 2011 season predicted by many to be
serious contenders for the program’s third national championship in eight years.

“I feel like if I get the opportunity,
I can make a play for us,” said Byrd,
and he should have those chances.
All indications are he will be one of
the six receivers in USC’s everyday
rotation, if not one of the top three
or four.
“There’s a place for him (on the
field),” said Steve Spurrier.
W h at By rd a nd m a ny ot her s
did expect was for his impact as a
freshman to come in the return game
rather than as a receiver if he were to
see the field. On the same day he led
all receivers in catches and yards in
USC’s scrimmage, he saw no reps at
either kickoff or punt return, which
he wouldn’t have thought possible a
few weeks ago.
Byrd isn’t complaining though.
“Things are subject to change,” he
said, cracking a smile.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

